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CHINESE 


KONG CHOW TEMPLE 


There are many temples in Chinatown. Kong Chow Temple, ~ 
4 the oldest temple, is logated at 520 Pine Street, between 
Grant Avenue and Kearney Street. More than eighty years ago, 
this temple was owned by the Kong Chow Family Association 
for their dependable financial resources. Before the Chinese 
Republic was born, this temple was rented to the people for 
$15,000 a yaar. Kong Chow Temple is also known in Chinatown 
as Quan Dai Temple. Quan Dai was the name of a person who 
was the bravest, most intelligent, honorable, and beloved mil- 
itary leader in Sam Kuo Dynasty. Because of his bold person- 
ality, the Chinese people worship him as their future protect- 
or. Every year on May 13, his disciples offer him a feast in 
the temple with chickens and roast pigs, burning candles and 
incense in order to celebrate his birthday. Each attendant 
at this celebration has to give a "lee see" (a red paper wrap- 
ped with coin in a certain amount) to the temple keeper; it 
means good luck to everyones. 

The temple is builé in Chinese style, inside it is dec- 
orated with red paper writing in Chinese. Red paper means 
"luck". A big idol, Quan Dai, dressed in beautiful clothes, 
with scarf around his neck, his huge hat with its two feathers 
on gach side of the back, is set up in a very beautifully hand- 


carved wooden box painted with shining gold. This box cost 
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more than five hundred dollars. A big fan and a hand-woven 


silk umbrella are beside the wooden box. A long table was set 
up in front of the idol with a big nickel bowl, for burning in- 
cense, between a pair of candle stands. 

Besides the Quan Dai idol there are many other idols in 
the temple, such as eafth god, door god, etc. All these idols 
are decorated alike. An iron bell is hung on the left wall 
and everyone must strike the bell three times before he bows 
down to pray. 

Many visitors come to visit the temple every yar. It is 
an interesting sight to the visitor, especially to those who 
are interested in the relggion of the Chinese in America. As 
we understand, such in believing @f gods, has only rooted 
deeply in the mind of the Chinese older generation. But most 
of the younger generation are not worshiping such a thing any 
more. The reason: “According to the facts," the temple keeper 
said, "because first they are modernized by education; and sec- 
ond, the scientific inventions have forced them to believe the 


reality of life of human society". 
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Shee Dang Sarn looked at the woman and he knew that he could never 


love her. But, in order to get his freedom, he answered, "I will 


= 


Yarry you." 

~o the old woman freed him and when he was free, Shee Dang Sar 
exclaimed, "No, I won't marry you. Why should I marry a coarse and 
rough woman like you? -I can get many who are superior to you both 
in age and in looks!" The old mountain woman was taken aback and 
she gave orders that the young warrior was to be tied up again. 

Now this old mountain woman was married, married to an ugly old 
man. And after she saw the young man, she wanted to get rid of her 
old husband. But when she a>proached her husband and told him that 
she was going to marry the young man, he answered, "If you marry that 
young soldier, I will see to it that his whole family is destroyed 
completely." However, she paid no attention to him, for she knew 
that she was gifted with magic power and could change herself into 
whatever form she chose. 

Since her husband would not give his consent, Fung Lay Fa, that 
was her name, killed him so that she could marry Shee Dang Sarn,. 

Shee Dang Sarn, however, had told the old woman that he would not 
marry her. But Fung Lay Fa recaptured him and made him take a vow 
that he would marry her. So She Dang Sarn took a vow, saying, "I 
promise that if I do not marry you, you can hang me with a rope under 
the open sky." 

Only after this promise did Fung Lay Fa let him go free. But when 


he was free again, Shee Dang Sarn refused to keep his vow. And so 
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once more he was captured. This time Fung Lay Fa suspended Shee Dang Sarn 
by a rope over a mountain ravine. Then she changed herself into a white 
mouse and gnawed slowly at the rove. As it was about to break, she let 
herself down and said to Shee Dang Sarn, "Marry me now, or I shall chew 
this rope into two parts and you will be dashed to pieces." 

And so, trapped, Shee Dang Sarn finally consented and Fung Lay Fa 
and Shee Dang Sarn became man and wife. They combined their forces 
into one large army and continued their wars on other peoples. 

One day, in the midst of a heavy battle, Fung Lay Fa suddenly thought 
of her former husband, and her thoughts sank into the unborn baby in 
her womb. The months passed and Fung Lay Fa gave birth to a son and 
they named him Shee Gong. . 

This Shee Gong grew up, and one day he became drunk and shouted in 
a loud voice, so loud that the vibration of his voice shook the imperial 
palace in which the king lived. The young prince was throm to the floor 
and killed. A search was immediately made for the one who had caused 
this catastrophe, and it was discovered that Shee Gong was the culprit. 
So all his family, all his cousins and all his distant relatives were 
arrested and their heads were cut off. Thus did the prophecy of 
Fung Lay Fa's former husband come true. 

The only one who escaped was Shee Gong and he went into the mountains 
to live with a robber band. Months passed and then one day Shee Gong 
returned to his former home. There he met an old man and told him that 
if he could identify the bones of his father and mother, he would be well 
rewarded. The old man helped Shee Gong. They dug up their bones and 
Shee Gong paid his respects to his dead father and mother. The old man 


who had identified the bones was given money and many treasures. 
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THE SON WHO LIKED TO GAMBLE 


Once there was a mother and her son who lived together in a modest 
little house in the village, for they were poor people and the father 
was dead. The son was a iets con: but he had one fault; he was always 
gambling. Now it so happened that in the beginning he always won and 
so the gambling habit got the better of him. There was nothing that 
the mother could do about it. Besides, he brought home the money he 
won and this helped to buy food, clothing and the other necessities 
of life. Although he lost all he had at times, his winnings were so 
frequent that in the end he always had a profit. 

On New Year's Eve he was returning home late at night when, as he 
passed a certain building, he heard strange sounds within. Because 
of the late hour such sounds were unusual and therefore suspicious. 

He looked at the building and saw a faint light coming through a crack. 
He could not, however, see much by peeping through this crack, so he 
made his way to the roof and peered down through a window. He saw two 
women butchering a man, The man was naked and the women were cutting 
him up with repeated slashes of the big knives which they held in their 
hands. They were so busy cutting up the dead body that they did not 
hear the man on the roof or suspect that anyone was peering down at them. 

The gambler saw the face of the dead man and recognized it as that of 
the richest man in the village. And he overheard one of the women say 
to the other, "We are rich now, and w.11 not have to slave and work all 


our lives." 
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"You are right," the other woman replied, "we are rich now.” 

"Oh, why didn't we think of doing this Stawent said the first woman. 

"Yes, why?" 

"IT feel sure that no one will ever find out what we have done," 

"Let's hope that that is so." 

"Here's to our luck}" 

"To ,oursiuck}" 

Then the son saw the women lift uo a section of the floor, throw 
the pieces of the body into the hole and reolace the section, covering 
up the hole. The floor looked as though it had never been disturbed, 
so cleverly had the section been put back. Then the women went into 
another room. 

Up on the roof the man suddenly began to shiver. While he had been 
watching the women cutting up the body he had been paralyzed with 
amazement and horror, but now as he realized what had taken place 
before his eyes, he suddenly grew afraid. If those murderous women 
were to find him there on the roof they would certainly murder him 
“too. Quickly he made his way to the ground and ran home, with the 
feeling that the two women were following him. He went straight to 
bed and pulled the covers tightly over his head. He was cold with 
fear. 

The next morning, as it was the New Year, the boy got up early. 

He decided to go out and gamble. Perhaps he would make enough money 
for his mother to celebrate the New Year. luck was with him and from 
early morning until night he won and his winnings piled up high. Early 


in the evening he heard a rumor that a certain rich man was missing and 
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could not be located. Later that evening there was talk that the rich 
man had probably been murdered. The son remembered the scene he had 
witnessed the night before and he knew that he had seen the rich man 
the people were talking about, murdered. He hastily bade his friends 
goodbye and went home. 

When he opened the door he found a stranger there. His mother said 
to him, "Here is a stranger who has just arrived in town and, since it 
is late, I have invited him to stay for the night," 

The son looked at the man and saw that he had a kind face. Then he 
gave the mother the money he had won and the mother bought chickens, 
ducks and other good foods and wine. And that evening they had a 
feast to celebrate the New Year. After awhile the mother became drunk 
and talked a great deal and the son too, became loquacious. The stranger 
learned that the son was a great gambler and that he rarely lost. The 
son drank more and more wine and soon arrived at such a state of inebrity 
that he told everything. He told about the murder he had witnessed and 
he told who had done it. The stranger, who was an official from the 
other side of the village, listened attentively, but in no way betrayed 
to the mother or to the son what was his business. _ 

Soon all three were drunk and the mother suggested, "hy should not 
you and my son become godbrothers. You seem to be a good man, one who 
is honest and just." 

And the stranger answered, "And why not?" 

Then the stranger asked, "Why does not your son get married?" 

To this the mother replied, "Do not mention the word woman to him. 


He does not like it." 
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The son interposed, "No woman for me!" And he thought of the two 
women and he knew how vicious and cruel women could be. 

That night the stranger slept with the son and they fell asleep 
immediately from the effects of the food and wines which they had 
eaten and drunk. In the early morning the son woke to find that the 
stranger was not in bed with him, and he wondered to himself where 
the stranger had gone. He woke up his mother, but she had not seen 
him go either. 

In a daze the son now remembered some of the things that had hap- 
pened; that he had been drunk and possibly had talked too much. He 
grew frightened and thought to himself, "He must think that I did 
it." ‘That day he did not go out of the house. Not once did he go 
out to gamble. His mother noticed his strange behavior and asked, 
What is the matter with you?" 

Shaking like a leaf he said, "Nothing is the matter with me." 
Nevertheless his voice sounded strange, even to himself. 

Late in the afternoon he heard that the two women had been arrested 
and taken to jail. Suddenly the door was onened and two men entered. 
"We have orders to arrest you," they said. 

"But why?" the son demanded. 

We are to arrest you, that is all we know," 

"But I didn't kill him," the son shouted frantically, "I only saw 
it from the roof." 

The two guards, however, paid no attention to what he said and took 


him away. He was taken before the judge. To his surprise he recognized 
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in the judge the stranger who had slept with him the night before. 
"If it had not been for the information you gave me last night," 
the judge told him, "perhaps we would never have succeeded in find- 
ing the murderers. But, thanks to you, we captured them." 

The son listened with surorise and awe and since he did not know 
what to say, he said nothing, Then the judge gave him a large sum 
of money, and the son settled down and bought a little store which 
he and his mother kept. He never returned to his gambling ways, and 


he and his mother lived happily ever after. 
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THE MAN WHO LOVED JEWELS 


There was once a school teacher who so loved jewels that his one 
desire was to get possession of them in any fashion he could. WtWhen- 
ever he got any money he spent it for jewels which he added to his 
already large collection. Year by year, his store of precious stones 
and golden trinkets increased and still he was not satisfied with 
what he had. His one ambition was to be the owner of the largest 
collection of jewels in the world, and he looked forward eagerly to 
the day when this would be true. 

One day, to his surprise, he discovered that the wife of his next- 
door neighbor was also the possessor of great quantities of jewels. 
Because of this common interest a friendship began between them. 
Often they would visit each other and each would display his collec- 
tion. Now after the school teacher saw the jewels of his neighbor, 
he wished to have them for himself. Yet he could not think of any 
way by which to get possession of them. Nevertheless, day after day 
he hoped and prayed that somehow, some day, he would get them. 

One day the woman died. The school teacher rejoiced secretly, for 
he thought that at last some way might develop by which he could ac- 
quire what he so greatly desired. On the day the coffin was brought 
into the woman's house, he thought to himself: "Perhaps the jewels 
will be buried with the dead woman. I must keep close watch and then 


when the times comes, perhaps I shall know what to do." So he kept 
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careful watch of his neighbor's house. He never let his eyes wander 
from the window, 

Finally, one evening, the coffin was carried to a nearby hill and 
there deposited in the earth. The teacher was convinced that the 
jewels were buried with the dead woman, and so he decided to dig the 
coffin up late that night, take out the precious jewels, and then 
put the coffin back so that no one would suspect hime In the dark- 
ness of night, he crept silently toward the cemetery, and working 
quickly with a spade, soon dug up the wooden box that contained the 
body of the woman. He worked with enthusiasm, fired with desire to 
acquire the precious stones. 

The lid of the coffin creaked open. He peered inside and saw the 
body of the woman sleeping peacefully. Feverishly he searched, but 
there were no jewels. As he was about to put back the lid, the corpse 
suddenly came to life and sent out a piercing scream. It jumped from 
the coffin, its clutching fingers extended toward the man. He dashed 
down the hill, not daring to look back, and ran toward his home. He 
could feel the corpse behind him, coming closer every moment. Into 
his house he rushed, breathless and numb with fear. The ghost was 
close behind him and with a sudden sweep of her long fingers, she 
clutched the terrified man. Holding him thus, she led him straight 
down to hell. 

And so the teacher died tragically, because of his great love for 


jewels. 
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THE GIRL WITH THE SCAR 


Once, long ago, there lived two men who were very close friends. 
One of them had a son who was only two years old, but the father 
wished to have him betrothed, so that when the boy was grown up, he 
would have a wife ready for him. Now the father of the boy often 
said to his friend, "If only you had a daughter, then my son and your 
girl could be betrothed and when they married, our blood would be 
united and our friendship be still more secure." And the friend would 
answer, "Alas, it is my misfortune that I have never been blessed with 
a girl. Boys I have many, but girls, none." Thus would the two men 
discuss the matter. 

Then there came the time when the friend was to become a father 
again, and he hoped with all his heart that, this time, he would be 
the father of a girl. In the late hours of the night the child was 
born. It was a girl and the father of the newborn child exclaimed 
to the father of the boy, "At last our hopes are fulfilled. I am 
this night blessed with a girl child. Let us betroth your son and 
my daughter immediately, and when they become of age, they will become 
man and wife." So the two men chuckled to themselves, and they spent 
the night drinking wine in celebration of the happy event that was to 
come. 

The years rolled by, and neither the boy nor the girl knew that 


they had been betrothed when they were infants. The boy grew up to 
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be sturdy and strong, and the girl to be fair and beautiful. Thus they 
lived on, unconscious of the fact that they were betrothed. 

Finally there came the day when the boy became a man, and the father 
called him to him and said, "My son, the hour has come for you to know 
the secret that has been happily concealed in my heart these many years. 
You have become of age now, and the time has arrived for you to take a 
wife." 

On hearing what the father said, the son replied, his face suddenly 
hot and red, "My father, I too have been thinking of that, and there 
is a certain girl whom I greatly admire. Let me have your consent, 
and I will take her for my wife." 

And the father, startled at his son's reply, made answer quickly, 
"But my son, your marriage was already arranged when you were but a 
child. It is the custom to do this and you, my son, mist obey what 
your elders plan for you." 

The son, hearing this, felt his anger rising within him, and he 
replied hotly, "To such a thing I will not consent. When I take a 
wife, she shall be one of my ow choice." 

The father argued with his son, but the son was a stubborn person, 
and argue and plead as he would, the father could not persuade him to 
consent to his wishes. And so the matter rested. Finally the the 
son decided that he mst rid himself of this girl to whom his father 
had betrothed him. So one day, acting secretly lest he be detected, 
he called a beggar to him and said, "Rid me of the girl that my father 


want me to wed and I shall reward you handsomely." 
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And when the man heard this, he replied quickly, "I will do any- 
thing you ask me if I am to get money in return. Tell me, and I will 
See to it that it is done." 

And the son said thus, "Rid me of the girl in whatever way you 
wish. Only see to it that she never knows that it is I who have sent 
you to harm her." 

The man went about his task carefully, for he was a poor man and 
did not want to fail in what he had to do. So, on a certain night, 
he entered the house where the girl was living. Creeping silently, 
his hands holding a knife, he made his way into the room where she 
was Sleeping. Then, holding his knife high, with all his strength 
he let fall a heavy blow on the head of the sleeping girl. She did 
not move, but lay still like one dead. The beggar, thinking that he 
had killed her, was satisfied with what he had done, and ran out of 
the house and came before the son and said, "I have done as you told 
me. J have rid you of the girl." 

And the son was glad and handed money to the beggar and said, "You 
have done well. Go then and be silent." 

Now, although,the girl was badly hurt, she was not dead. In the 
late hours of night, she regained consciousness and lay tossing from 
side to side on her bed, moaning with pain. The father, hearing her 
moans in the night, came into his daughter's room and found her near 
death, with blood streaming from a deep cut on her head. He spent 
the night at her bedside, nursing the wounded girl. When morning 


dawned, the girl, although greatly weakened, was alive, Later, when 
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the cut was healed, there remained a large scar on the forehead of the 
girl, a sear so prominent, so ugly, that no one wished to be seen with 
the girl because of it. 

Months later, the father again said to his son, "Have you changed 
your mind about marrying a girl other than the one I have chosen? 

If you marry as I have planned it, I am certain that you will have 
no regrets." 

To this the son said quietly, "I have heard that the girl you want 
me to marry has an ugly scar on her head. Others have told me about 
her, and I am certain that she would not be a good person to have for 
a wife." 

"A sear on her head?" the father said, astonished. "I have not 
heard of it." And when he had learned the truth, he came back and 
said to his son, "Alas, it is true what you have said, I have broken 
the engagement between you two, and you are now free to marry whomever 
you desire." 

At this time great trouble arose in the land. Robbers and pirates 
came through the villages looting, and families became separated in 
the confusion. Among those who were caught in the maelstrom, were 
the boy and the girl with the ugly scar. Their parents were killed 
by the bandits, and thus the two found themselves alone. 

About this time the girl realized that unless she got a husband 
soon, she was doomed to live her life in loneliness. And then one 
day, she discovered, to her surprise, that by combing her hair in a 


different way, she was able to hide the ugly scar from sight. 
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Now the boy became acquainted with this girl, but he did not know 
that she was the same girl he had once hired a beggar to murder. He 
fell madly in love with her and one day, unable longer to watch and 
adore her from a distance, he sent a go—between to the girl to arrange 
a marriage between them. When the go-between told the girl that there 
was one who wished to have her for a wife, she wept to herself, "At 
last I am to be wedded. These long years I have waited so patiently, 
and now the day has come for me to become a wife." And she prepared 
herself in readiness for the day, not knowing that the one she was 
going to marry was the boy to whom she was betrothed when she was a 
child, 

At last the day came and the girl became a wife. That evening 
when the husband went into the bedchamber to see her, he saw that she 
had a large, ugly scar on her forehead. And now he realized that he 
was married to the same girl of whom he had once wished to rid himself. 

And so the two were married, just as their parents had intended 


them to be. 
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THE UGLY GIRL 


Once upon a time there was a girl who was very ugly and awkward, 
Always she bemoaned her lot, grieving and fretting about her looks, 
and longing to be beautiful and graceful like other girls. 

One day she heard of a black-faced woman with magical powers, 
who, among other gifts, possessed the power of changing ugly girls 
into beautiful ones. That very day she made her way to the house 
of this magic-working woman and said, "I hear that you possess the 
power of changing ugly girls into beautiful one. I pray you, make 
me beautiful like other girls." 

The black-faced woman said, "Well and good, but remember that 
beauty is not always happiness. However, if you really wish to be 
beautiful, listen carefully to what I say. Here are three drops of 
magic water. Use one drop to wash your face and one to remove ugly 
spots and growths. The last drop you must swallow." 

The ugly girl took the three magic drops and did as she was told. 
And soon she became beautiful, so beautiful, indeed, that her fame 
spread all through the land, for there was none like her. 

Shortly after this it happened that the old king fell sick. The 
doctors decided that he would die unless he drank a broth made from 
the heart of the most beautiful girl in the country. lien were accord- 
ingly sent to all parts of the kingdom to find and bring back to the 


king's doctors, the most beautiful girl. 


% 0 : 
oe eee Set ass 
~ 
bE ars A > oY 
* wer > é sie AY. Ny ape er 
i a 
ras . 


I Me rw al “itt We tip sam a 
ate = on 
<eiool ted tuods antttert bre gniveity (tol eit bensomedverie eyewtA 

.elaty tetlto SARE Liteomty bas. Loti¢uesd od oF gaigmol fas - 
stored Toolg iby namo beowtestoedtf’s Ro tnt oie Tab Sa 
Bitta Vip guinnado Yo ‘reWoq old benecenoy yeség telvo gaons, yc 
savor efit of yew ell ebam ore yab view tad? seen Lutisused ofmt 
edt anseeac voy tents iso I" ,bise bes risnom nabkowmoinen etd to 
exsar . VOY yeata I .eno ivtitosed otat afsls vias gatgnedo 19 ‘tewoq, 
fest tedmemet stud eboog bas LfeW"™ ~bise nemow beost-ionld ont ; 
ed o¢ deiw yfleet soy ti .xzsvewoH senentocad yews ton et ysuBod 
to acotb sould sxe orell wwe T dad of Ufivtetss modell <Lntidmed re. 
‘Use svome: of ene bs sos ancy Heew OF cox emo OB. stedsw olpsm 

"woLfsme dei: voy qoub test on? -eridwory be etoca i 

blot sew orie ce bib bag aqot oijam somld exit Hoot Paty vise ent | 
oust ted dens .beebat <Lwtitused oc ,[ititwsed emsed ed@ moor ‘bik 
rad OLE onom ssw etait ro? .hasl etl dgvomis [fa beotce 

en’ .xole [fot paix blo add dat honoccsd $ ett ode Uisxod2 ee, 
nowt shea sidord 8 nth of eoofnu oth biuow eit sit bebioeb exotoob ‘oe 
-broosg stow mel “Tepes oft Ot Poly ate tae Ta pean a Fi 
os of oss paid bis balk: of motanid odt Yo attsq ffs oF Imes y 


B 


y 
- 
— 
S 
v 


Now as the king's men came near the region where the beautiful girl 
lived, she became frightened for her life. ‘So she took refuge in the 
temple of the goddess Goon Yim. Suddenly the black-faced woman appeared. 
The beautiful girl ran to her, knelt and begged, "Save my life. Change 
me back into what I was. The beauty that you gave me will be my death 
at the hands of the king's men." 

"When you came to me first, you thought you were too ugly to live. 
Is it possible that you now consider yourself too beautiful to live?" 
asked the black-faced woman scornfully. 

But as she watched the cowering, terrified girl, her heart soft- 
ened and she said kindly, "Here are three more drops of magic water. 
Use them as you did the others." 

the girl obeyed and became her ugly self again. From that day on 


she never bewailed her fate or longed to be beautiful. 
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THE FAITHFUL SON 


Long ago there was a poor farm boy who had very little respect 
for his mother. No matter how hard the mother tried to please hin, 
the son always found fault with her and scolded her. If the food 
did not please him, he complained and scolded her and if she carried 
the rice to the fields too late, he beat her with his strong, brown 
hands. Long tedious hours he spent outdoors in the open fields, car- 
ing for the rice plants, the cows and the other animals. Although 
he was a disrespectful son, he did perform his work well. 

One evening the son was feeling more irritated than usual. The 
day was hot and he was exhausted by his work. When the time drew 
near for the rice to be brought to him, he waited for it eagerly. 

The mother was getting along in years and sometimes the long distance 
between the fields and the house was almost too mech for her. This 
evening she arrived late and when the son saw her, he said, "I have 
worked long hours and my stomach is empty. Why do you take such a long 
time in coming? Am I to starve every evening?" 

And the mother replied, "My son, I am getting along in years. I 
am not as active as I used to be. My stevs are short and unsteady 
now and so sometimes I am late." 

The boy was angered at his long waiting, so he picked up a stick 
and with it beat his mother until she wept loudly and rushed across 


the fields toward a farm house. As a rule, because of her age, she 
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accepted her treatment in silence, but this time she could stand it 
no longer. 

One evening, as the son was working in the fields, his attention 
was attracted by a small bird. Up above, in a tree, he saw her feed- 
in her little ones with great care and devotion. He saw her ecarry- 
ing wriggling worms in her beak and placing one in the mouth of each 
of the little ones. As the farm boy watched, suddenly a great pain 
came into his heart. He thought of his mother and of how he had 
treated her these many years, the mother who cooked his meals for 
him every day and who had endured all kinds of hardship to rear him. 
And he began to weep and exclaimed, "My mother, why have I treated 
you in such a manner?" He looked un at the motherbird again and con- 
tinued to weep. "I have not appreciated the care and devotion that 
my mother has show for me. This evening when she comes with the rice, 
I shall teil her how sorry I am for what I have done." And he wept 
copiously. 

When evening drew near, the old mother was again Pat coming 
to the fields. But this time the son waited for her eagerly, anxious 
to ask her to forgive him for all the pain he had caused her by his 
unfilial treatment. When at last he saw her coming, carrying the bowls 
of rice and hot food, he rushed toward her with gladness in his eyes. 
The old mother saw him coming and since her sight was poor, she did not 
see the gladness in her son's eyes. She thought he was coming to beat 
her. Frightened, she dropped the rice bowls she was carrying and re- 
traced her steps, rushing into the evening twilight to escape to the 


next house. Suddenly she fell and, striking a rock, was killed, 
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When the son realized what had happened, he approached the dead 
body of his mother, weeping bitterly. "Mother, I have always been 
abad son. TI have mistreated you and behaved unjustly. It is time 
for me to change into a person of who you can be proud." There on 
the road he lay, weeping unceasingly, and only when morning dawned, 
did he ston. 

Shocked and overwhelmed by the loss of his mother, the boy changed. 
All through the long years he went daily and regularly and not once 
did he forget her. He wept until his eyes were dripping blood, until 
they were bruised from incessant grief. And so the years went by and 
he continued coi until, finally, he cried himself to death. 

During all the years that he wept for his mother, the son did not 
change his clothes, but remained dressed in his mourning garments, 
and so the robe he wore became spotted with blood and tears. After 
his death the people in the village took it and built a temple in 
which it was given a place of honor. This temple became famous far 
and wide. It was respected by parents who hoped that they too, might 
have a son as devoted as this one had been; this one who had cried 
himself to death; this one whose robe was given a place of honor in 
the sacred temple; this one who, although too late, finally learned 


what the loss of a mother could mean. 
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THE GAMBLER WITH THE MIRACULOUS NOSE 


Once upon a time there lived a man named Chung. He was a great 
gambler. Every day his wife scolded him, "All your time, your money, 
your health, all you are wasting in gambling. It is time for you to 
change your way of life." But, alas, as is the way of husbands, he 
never paid any attention to his wife. 

One day he lost a large amount of money. He rushed home to ask his 
wife to go and borrow from all her friends and relatives. Seizing her 
opportunity, she made him promise that he would not gamble again. 

When she had obtained the money for him, back he went to the gambling 
hall where he lost it all. Again he went home for more. 

"And what do you want with money now?" his wife asked suspiciously. 

"What do I want with money? Why, I am going to learn a trade. Yes, 
yes, that is it. I'm going to learn a trade," he lied to her gloriously. 
So his wife went out and borrowed more money for him to lose in the 
gambling hall. 

Now after it was lost he was afraid to face his wife, so he prowled 
about the streets, trying to think of some lie that would beguile her 
for a while longer. Aimlessly he picked up a small piece of tin that 
just exactly fitted his nose. He wandered on toward home and slipped 
quietly in through the back door. Making no noise, he went about the 
house, found that his wife was away and peeped into the cooking pots 


to see what was cooking. He dared not eat anything and decided that 
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it was better policy not to be found at home just then, so he left as 
quietly as he had come. Soon he returned as if he were just arriving. 

"What trade have you learned today?" his wife asked. 

The man didn't know what to say and as he fumbled about, he thought 
of the piece of tin and said, "Why I have learned today to become a 
smelling expert. JI can smell anything. If you do not believe it, 
just ask me to smell something." 

"A smelling expert! What is that? Tell me what I have for dinner 
tonight if you can," said the skeptical wife. 

"You have fish and vegetables and, yes, eggs. Yes, all three are 
on the stove now," nonchalantly said the gambler. 

"Why, indeed, that is exactly what I have," the amazed wife replied. 

"Ah, that is not all I can do. I can smell out lost articles," 
the gambler said, deciding to make a good story while he was about it. 

Next day, as is the way of wives, the wife went up and down the 
street, boasting to all her friends. of the amazing new profession of 
this brilliant husband of hers. And so his fame spread throughout 
the countryside. 

One day a farmer came to the house inquiring for Chung, the man 
with the miraculous nose. "I have lost a very fine pig and I want 
him to smell out its whereabouts for me." 

The proud wife went in to wake up her husband. "There is a farmer 
here who wants you to smell out his pig for him. Perhaps he will pay 
you a big reward." 

The gambler husband was overcome. He didn't know what to do. He 


had fooled his wife to save himself, but he knew that he could not 
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fool other people. But putting off the evil hour, he said, "I will 
see the man." 

The eager farmer saw nothing out of the way in Chung's behavior, 
described the pig in great detail and paid a deposit for its return. 

Chung, the gambler, decided to take another chance and as soon as 
the farmer was gone, hurried to the gambling hall. He was soon deep 
in a game with some robber friends. One of the robbers lost a great 
deal of money, but had none to pay his debt. He began to tell a story 
about a pig that he had stolen a few days ago. As Chung listened, he 
realized that the goddess of luck was with him once again, for here 
was the farmer's pig. He told the robber that he would take the pig 
for the debt. 

So he returned the pig to the farmer, received his payment and en- 
joyed the joke he had played on everybody. His fame now spread even 
wider. 

Now about this time the king lost his jade seal, his symbol of 
office from the emperor. Unless he could find it, his head would be 
cut off. He sent men here, there and everywhere, to look for it. 

One of these men heard of Chung, the man with the miraculous nose, and 
came to ask him to help the king. Chung was frightened almost to death, 
for he knew that he couldn't do anything of the kind. So he said, "I 
would like to help the king, but I am afraid I cannot." 

His wife was furious at this, "Why, you, gifted with a miraculous 
nose} Your king asks and you will not help him! Shame on yout" 

The king then sent a messenger with an order for Chung to come to 


court. Now Chung was so frightened that he forgot his ceremonial manners 
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and went right in before the king. Angrily the king asked," Do you 
not know that when you appear before the king you should make three 
kow-tows and nine bows?" 

"All right, if you don't want me and my help, now that I am here, 

I will go," answered the gambler and started to walk out, 

The king realized that, manners or no manners, he must have the 
services of this man with the miraculous nose. So he called him 
back and proceeded to describe the missing jade seal. There were just 
forty days left in which it had to be found. 

"ZT will try to find your jade seal, but I do not know how long it 
will take," answered Chung. Chung now was in real trouble. He could 
not smell lost articles and what other men had failed to find was hid- 
en from him too. But every day he pretended to be very busy. In his 
room one day he said aloud to himself, "Chung, your end is near. You 
cannot fool people any longer." 

The king's assistant was passing the door just then and heard the 
remark, Now the assistant's name was Chung also, and he had stolen 
the king's jade. Hearing the gambler he thought that his secret was 
discovered. So he went into the room and said, "I know you have smelled 
out the jade. I will return it to you, but please bury it and then 
pretend to find it. Don't tell anyone that I stole it. I will give 
you half my fortune for your silence." 

Chung, the gamber, was amazed at this confession and did not under— 
stand what had caused it. But he was quick to take advantage of his 


good luck. "Yes, I smelled you long ago, but I waited to see what 
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you would do." He then hid the jade in a wine jug, buried it and said 
nothing. When questioned he would say simply that he was getting a 
faint odor. Then one day he asked for a group of men to go to the 
place where he had smelled the jade. 

Reaching the spot where the jade was buried, Chung, with ostenta- 
tious sniffs and puffs, directed the men to dig. They dug deep and 
were ready to quit, but Chung said, "Keep digging, my nose tells me 
it is here." So they dug till the jug and the jade were uncovered. 

The king was pleased. "You are indeed miraculous. Now suppose 
you smell the man who stole my seal." 

Chung, the assistant, was weak with fright. But Chung, the gambler, 
said, "I smell lost articles; I do not smell men." 

The gambler was dressed richly, set on a beautiful horse, provided 
with great riches and sent home to his wife in his home village, 
where feasts were held in his honor. Then he returned to the palace 


of the king and was honored as the man with the miraculous nose. 
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THE TEACHER WHO HAD ONLY ONE PAIR OF PANTS 


Once there lived in a little village an old teacher who was 
very poor, so poor, indeed, that he had but one long robe and one 
pair of underpants. 

It so happened that there was to be a big wedding party in the 
village and the teacher was invited. At the time, however, he had 
just washed his only underpants and they were not yet dry. At 
first he excused himself on the ground of his duties, but a holi- 
day was declared by the school. He would have lost face had he 
confessed that he had just washed his only pair of undergarments, 
so he went to the wedding party in his long robe but with nothing 
underneath, 

At the wedding there was the usual teasing and joking. As part 
of the joking a group of children hid a very valuable bracelet. 

The loss was soon discovered and a member of the wedding party said 

to the company, "The bracelet has been stolen. Someone here has it 

and, therefore, everyone mst consent to be searched." The children 
were in a perfect ecstasy of glee at the joke. 

So the guests were lined up, the poor embarrassed teacher going 
to the end of the line, hoping that the bracelet would be found be-= 
fore his turn came. He could not leave as that would be considered 
a confession of theft. Since the bracelet was hidden outside the 


house, it was not found on any of the people searched, and the 
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teacher's turn finally came. As he watched everybody's long robe 
lifted and saw their underpants exposed, he became panicky with 
embarrassment and so he refused to be searched saying, "I ama 
teacher, I do not steal bracelets. I will not be searched.” 

"We can make no exceptions. We must search you too," they said. 

"IT cannot let you, I cannot let you," the poor embarrassed man 
protested. 

Some of the old gossips, of course, immediately said that he 
must be the guilty one. The poor old teacher, shamefaced and em-= 
barrassed, escaped and rushed home and, finding his undergarments 
had dried, put them on quickly. 

The gossip then spread that the teacher was a dishonest man and, 
Since nobody wanted a thief teaching his children, the pupils were 
withdrawn one by one. The old man was finally reduced to begging. 

As he wandered from place to place he came one day to a strange 
town and there he met a former pupil who inquired the reasons 
for his condition. The old teacher told him all about his unfor- 
tunate wet underpants, about the wedding and the loss of the brace- 
let. The belief that he was a thief had ruined his school and, 
since he could do nothing else for a living, he was reduced to his 
present condition. 

Overwhelmed with shame, the pupil exclaimed, "I know where that 
bracelet is; I helped hide it at the wedding. Come, let us go 
find it." They went to the spot immediately, found the bracelet 


and returned it to the owner, explaining, at the same time, ail 
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about the incident. The teacher was then restored to his position 
and pupils once again filled his school. 


After that he saw to it that he always had two pairs of underpants. 
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THE THREE SONS=IN-LAW 


Once upon a time there was a man who had three sons—in-law. 
One of them was a robber, one was a merchant and the third was 
a school teacher. Now the wandering, unstable way of life pur- 
sued by the robber son-in-law was a constant source of worry to 
the father-in-law, so he decided to make one last effort to have 
him change it. 

He prepared a great feast and invited the three men. While 
they were all there together he said to the robber, "Here is two 
hundred dollars, all I have in the world. I will put it under 
my bed. Now if, in three days, you can get the money without wak- 
ing me up or having anybody know about it, I will give it to you, 
but only if you will promise to give up your present way of life 
and choose another." 

After thinking about it, the robber agreed. 

That night, thinking he had a perfect plan for keeping his two 
hundred dollars, the father put his faithful dog near his bed and 
the merchant son-in-law, who was a good fighter, in the same room. 
The teacher he sent to sleep with the robber in the attic. He 
planned with the merchant and the teacher that if either of them 
heard the dog bark, he was to get up and beat loudly on the gong 
at the head of the old man's bed. The robber son-in-law, of course, 


heard of the plan. 
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The first night the robber son-in-law thought and thought, but 
could not devise a plan to get the two hundred dollars. The sec- 
ond night he thought of one and decided to try it. 

That night the robber tied a pig's foot to the end of a string 
and let it down slowly in front of the dog who reached for it. 
Slowly he moved the string along a crack away from the bed. The 
dog followed the moving pig's foot because he wanted it very much. 
Thus the first danger was surmounted. Next, the robber quietly 
carried the sleeping merchant up to the attic. The gong he re- 
placed with a pail of water. Then he carefully lifted his father- 
in-law and got the coveted two hundred dollars. 

Just then the dog, having finished the pig's foot, came running 
into his master's room barking loudly. The noise woke the merchant 
and the teacher. They rushed to the gong and began to pound on it. 
The heavy blows splashed water all over the sleeping father-in-law 
who now awoke demanding the cause of the noise and confusion. The 
dog was still barking and the merchant and teacher running about 
and yelling. When they lit the candle they saw the robber son-in- 
law sitting quietly in the middle of the room, grinning at everybody. 

"Well, my father-in-law," he said to the wet old man, "you see 
I got the money." 

The old man, the merchant and the teacher knew it was true and 
that there was nothing they could do about it. ‘So they looked at 


each other and knew the robber son-in-law had made fools of them all. 
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THE LOUDEST DRUM IN THE WORLD 


"This is a story about the loudest drum in the world," the 
narrator remarked, "and although the tale is a short one, it 
shows how far a person will go just to win an argument. 

The story begins at a time in the distant past. It begins with 
two men talking to each other. The first man said, "I have heard 
@ very remarkable tale about a drum which, when beaten, could be 
heard all over the entire world. The sound of this drum was so 
clear, so distinct, that no region, however remote, failed to hear 
its vibrant notes. Moreover, whenever this drum was beaten, all 
people, as well as all animals listened to it with awe and surprise, 
for its sound possessed a quality that no other drum possessed. 
The fame of the drum thus spread far and wide. No person or animal 
had the courage to make a sound while the awe-inspiring notes of 
the instrument still lingered in the air." 

"I cannot believe such a tale as that," the second man insisted 
when his companion was finished. "It is so fantastic, so utterly 
unbelievable." 

"Well," said the first man, “if you do not believe it, that is 
because you have not enough intelligence to recognize the truth 
when you hear it." 

This angered the other one so greatly that he said, "Well, 
suppose I were to tell you a story about the loudest cow in the 


world, would you believe me?# 
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fo this the first man retorted, "Tell it to me and I shall give 
you my opinion after I have heard your story." 

So the second man began, "There used to be a cow that had such 
a powerful voice that, whenever it opened its mouth, the sound of 
its breathing could be heard in every part of the earth." 

Now when the first man heard this, he said, "But how could such 
a thing be? If, as you have just said, you do not believe my story 
about the loudest drum in the world, how can you expect me to believe 
your story about the loudest cow in the world?" 

But the second man smiled and answered, "Listen, before you can 
have a drum you must have a skin to make it. Now that skin must 
come from an animal. And that animal must obviously be the loudest 
animal in the world, for, otherwise, how could its skin be the one 
suitable for being made into the loudest drum in the world? Do you 
now see then that before there could ever be a loud drum, there must 
be a loud animal to supply the skin to make it?" 

The first man was puzzled and in the end, unable to find a pro- 
per answer to the story, said, "Well, I suppose you are right." 

And so the second man walked away, smiling to himself and proud 


that he had won his argument. 
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THE MAGIC SNAKE-WIFE 


"This is the way the story begins," said the narrator. I listened... 

Once there stood a pagoda on a lonely and secluded hill and in 
the pagoda lived a female snake who had been there for thousands and 
thousands of years. After the proper number of years had passed, it 
was ordained that this snake would come into possession of great mag- 
ical power, She would be able to change herself into any form she 
wished and to match her skill with magicians and wise men. She lived 
in this pagoda in order to await the fateful day when she could again 
venture into the world of men. 

Finally the time arrived and she came to the world of men as a 
young and beautiful woman. Wo one knew that she had ever been a snake. 
Seon she became acquainted with an herbalist, a man versed in medicines. 
They fell in love with each other at first sight and were married. 

One day the hsband went on a long journey. When he returned he 
found that his wife was not in bed, but that in her place there lay 
a huge snake. The husband was hardly able to believe his own eyes as 
he saw this and as he gazed and gazed upon it aghast, he trembled’ and 
became dizzy. While he watched, he saw the snake change slowly into 
his young and lovely wife. He was too frightened to even stand. 

The wife, calling her magic power to her aid, said, "Why, what has 
frightened you so?" Feebly, he replied, "The snake! I saw it on the 
bed." So again, using her magical power to confuse the mind of her 


husband, the wife pretended that she too had seen the snake, With a 


| ee 


"7 i — << 


He a abd og) 


ot re ote swe elses? # bovtl sboaeg ect 


J 
| i iy t et 90%, 30 ehececodt 
é 34 Ge r os 2 oi»? Jadt hentabie. egw 
: ) : bi 1 od s LOT. 2 tend, aot 
: ; bot thy itbee yet! dedee, oF bow angle 
OY $a 3 s.o¢ tobse. at sboger abs Ces 
, sem 3 L tar wid usc eisipay 
* 
a {< . $5 ; oes bevbwas eoukd onkg Wiese © 
bE @ric Fe Oeuo of _nanow fatiieoad Oke. gone 
: , ry CR : Si pe odnleapen eapogd eats aba 
. H Grete do Es $c ‘ose dite oval of sor xed 
ic sperms, joel « a doer, tomiend: ada aed ants 
rrarld e at tetie dod , Lt fon ese. ohiw. abs tant bru 
¢ 


. thio efx i ovelled of eft@ vibra apm. bas ease of! .otaas ne 
Lelie i .testiga 3 dour hens bis boxes of ue Bee aids WBA at > 
otal ybrofle egeeds edane 2 or wee of ,bettotew ed oltdt auent® omood | a: 

a ~rmasa neve of Senedrightt ont sar olf ,eliw viewol bes gauoy 2 
ok sor Jette . ui’ ,bise- yble get of sevdy ofgam ted wition Facil wt 

“i ae 2 wee lL sed axe e@f” .bet fos i. ot eh \ideot. | 

t\ te Bat sft eaviues Gf sayo: oben bi. 

- 7 acct eiht nese bart ces eda a9 bob 
. i ae 


would be influenced by that of his nurse-maid. She often 
sang to him and also taught him how to talk. 

When liv. Ging was two years old, his nurse-maid taught 
him how to sing by having him repeat words after her ina 
very rhythmical manner that would attract the attention of 
any child. She taught him how to read picture ha has She 
was more of a governess to him than a nurse. She was quite 
fond of him because of his intelligence. As soon ag ir. 
Ging was four anh old he was taught now to write simple 
words, Such as man, sky, earth, sun, moon, mountain, water, 
ground and woods. Such wrds in Chinese are very simple. 
For example, it takes only two strokes of the pen to write 
the word, man. Of course, the first thing he was taught to 
write was his own name. The primary reader, not the first 
reader was taught him. The method used in teaching him was 
one hour of daily study combined with some sort of a game 
for by .so doing, a child of his age would not be bored. 

At the age of seven, he was sent to the usual type of 
village school for children (boys only). Schools of those 
days did not have the same facilities as those of the pres- 
ent century. Children usually memorized the lessons that 
were taught them. ‘Then, when their turn came, they stood be- 
fore the desk or table of the teacher (it might be cofrect to 


say school-master, because women did not or were not allowed 
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to teach school in those days) with their backs turned t¢o- 
wards him and recited their lessons. ‘They said them out 
loud,’ sometimes so loud that no one would catch a word of 
what was said. Wo two persons were either doing or study- 
ing the same thing at one time. One might call ita large 
mixed class. In some village schools, the pupils were re- 
quired to supply their own desks or tables and stools or 
chairs. Mr. Ging studied the nine elementary readers, com- 
position,and the philosophies of Confucius and Mencius. He 
spent seven years at this school. After that his father 

sent him to a private secondary school in a neighboring town- 
ship. Here he took up advanced mathematics, general science, 
elementary business and the regular required subjects until 
he was eighteen years old. 

Not very long after he finished his secondary school 
studies, his parents wanted him to marry the girl to whom 
they had betrothed him two years before. It was the tradi- 
tion and custom of Chinese parents in those days to do the 
matching and ehoosing of husbands and wives for their chil- 
dren. Often, such arrangements were made without the know- 
ledge of the contracting parties. If such practices seem ri- 
diculous to the modern Americans they should refer back to 
the customs and conventions of the two generations before 
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they were born. |There were similar practices in America in 
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the(60's, 70's and the 90's) So, Mr. Ging had nothing to 
say in the matter, and nad to obey his parents' wishes by 
going through with the matrimonial venture. 

In 1898 a daughter was born to his wife. A girl as 
& first born was not at all desired, but he had to take it 
as Fate's wish. In spite of this fact, his parents and he 
celebrated the event by inviting a few relatives and friends 
to small dinner banquets. 

Now that he considered himself an adult and had domes- 
tic responsibilities, he realized that he mst support his 
own immediate family and must not depend upon his parents for 
pecuniary assistance. ‘Thus , he went to consult a maternal 
uncle of his who had just returned from Sydney, Australia. 
He made his money by working in the sheep raising business. 
Mr. Ging asked him which was the best place for one to seek 
opportunities, and was advised to try either of the conti- 
nents, Australia or America. | 

In 1899 Ir. Ging borrowed seven hundred dollars from 
his maternal uncle. He gave three hundred dollars to his 
wife as a reserve fund for future expenses while he was away 
for he didn't know when he would make any money to send home 
for the support of his family. With the remainder of the 
loan he bought a passage on a schooner bound for Australia. 


In the spring of the same year, he started for the port 
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of Hong Kong. Before he started his journey in quest of 
opportunities his wife went to the village shrine or temple 
to pray. She begged the God of the Seven Seas to look after 
and to protect her dear husband on his trip across the Paci- 
fic Ocean. When all these religiows rites were completed, 
Me. Ging left his wife and daughter behind and started for 
Hong Kong. From there he went aboard a seven masted schoon- 
er and sailed for Australia. He arrived at his destination 
in October after many unpleasant and exciting experiences. 
The ship landed in Sydney and there he was met at the land- 
ing by one of his cousins, A job on the sheep ranch was 
found for him. fo start with, he received twenty dollars 
monthly wages. lir. Ging worked at this job for a year. His 
work was satisfactory and subsequently his pay was increased 
several times. The climate did not agree with him very much, 
so he gave up this job and went to California. 

In 1901 he arrived in San Francisco and was met at the 
pier by another uncle of his. Two months after his arrival 
he found a job in a Ghinese drug (herb) store as a porter. 
In the beginning he was paid less than what he received at 
his first job. He was gradually promoted from porter to 
herb checker. His duty was to check over the prescriptions 
after they were filled. At this job he received thirty-five 


dollars a month. Gradually he was taught how to fill pre- 
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scriptions. Before he was given this Ee cunt ou he had to 
learn all the herb names. He had to know how to identify 
them and also to know where each herb was located. In the 
Chinese drug store, the drawers which contained the herbs 
were not labeled, and he had to study the herbs carefully 
and remember where they could be found. As soon as he could 
do those things efficiently and without eigleved|: ke was 
promoted to prescription clerkship. His pay was increased 
to seventy-five dollars a month, and seventy-five dollars 

in those days was very good pay. He was paid such an amount 
because his position was a responsible one. He kept this 
job for twenty years, and during this period he bought a 
small interest in the business. During the period of twenty 
years he made two trips back to China to see his own family 
and parents and in 1921 he brought his family to San Fran- 
cisco. 

One year after that he opened a little drug store of his 
own. At the opening of his business he advertised in the pa- 
pers that if anyone wanted to have a prescription filled but 
had no money, a preseription would be filled free of all 
charge. This method of advertising gave him a good start in 
his new business. During the first nine months his business 
inereased rapidly. ‘In the third year he had the store en- 


larged and hired more competent employees. Within ten years 
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he had made about $48,000. He alsr 
Gines. His Chinese Hee all came . 
United States. 

In 1927 he bought some lands and had x: 
and these he rented out as tenements. In 1929 a 
speculate in stocks. In the first seven months hig 
bout $90,000. When the second stock crash came iz 
1929 he was caught without any warning, and consegv 
lost about $75,000. After that the depression began, auo 
his business slowed down a bit. People in general were out 
of employment, all of his tenants were not paying their rent 
regularly, the mortgages o his properties were not paid and 
finally they were attached. 

Then in 1934 he added a new service to his business for 
out-of-town customers. That service consisted in buying com- 
modities for his customers and then charging a certain per- 
cent commission on the amount of goods purchased. In this 
manner he made some money. 

Me. Ging is the father of one daughter and three sons. 
fhe daughter married a Chinese government official. His old- 
est son is chemist for a textile factory in China. ‘The sec- 
ond son is an instructor in aeronautic photography for the 
aeronautic division of the Chinese army at Canton, China. 


fhe youngest son is a student at the Canton Christian College 


old pulse-reading doctors came, looked at him, shook their 


The Grateful Cow. 
Once upon a time, many. years ago, there was a ‘cow 


- who hed outelived her usefulness. So her owner led her toward 


town one afternoon thinking he might get a little money from 


the puteher. On the road he met the teacher of the, town who 
stopped to speek to him and asked, “What are you doing leading 
your cow along like this?” 

"I am leading her to market. Ferheps I ean sell her 
for she 1s of no further use to me. The butcher may buy her,” 
replied the old man. | 

The cow héard and understood whst her owner had said 
and greet tears rolled down her face. Seeing the tears the 
teacher said, "Sell her to me, I shall let her live out her 
life. 7 shall never kill her." 


The teacher bought the cow and ied her to his home and 


painted her hoofs red so that everyone would know her. He 


took good care of her and became very fond of his pet. The 
cow with red hoofs lived on contentedly. 

When at last the cow died, the teacher took great 
caré in burying her. Every year at the Festival of the Dead 
he would go to the grave, to weep there and offer food for 
the spirit of his dead friend. 


Many years after the teacher became very ill. The 


jek 


heads and seid, "It 1s the will of nature. He io suffering =| 
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One night; ac he lay Sick, the teacher had a dream. 


He felt himself sinking dee per and deeper into the earth. 


Down, down, down, he went till he came to the shore of a 


river. It was a pleasant place and he enjoyed himself walk- 
ing about and looking around. After a while he crossed the 
river and wandered off. But when he tried to retrace his 
footsteps he could not find the way and he became frightened. 
Just then a cow with red hoofs began chesing him. Hseadlong 
he Pin ohy Keedinae of direction with only bre thought in nis 
mind, to get away from the cow who was pursuing hin. 

Finaliy he came to a river but he could not cross. 
Just then the-cow lowered her heed and pushed him across. 

When he awoke, he found himseif and his bed wet with 
perspiration. His mother asked what had happened. ithen he 
told her his dream she said, "It is @ good sign. The cow with 
the red hoofs remembers you for all thst you did for her and 
she has saved your life." 

Next morning the teacher was better and stronger. lLHvery 
day he grew better and he often thought of the cow with red 
hoofs and was grateful. He was fuliy repaid for all that he 


had done for the cow. 
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i We do not blush or feel eabarranese Mecahes coatbae 

mentions nudists. As someone said, "Why is Carnera a 

nudist?" ‘ie ae anor is "Because he fought Baer." TIt'ts 
an old joke, but it will do. 

It is a little hard to imagine a Chinese who do not 
speak or write Chinese. But there are some who fit into 
this certain class. Hwen the parents do not speak Chinese. 
Or to be more exact, they speak very little Chinese. 

Five years ago a certain Chinese teacher said that 
‘five years pron yhea it will be impossible to teach the 
Chinese language to the Phinase children, The five years 

are up. But the Chinese children are still being taught, 
So what? 

We are taught by our parents when we were small that 
no one of us woute be of any value unless we know the 
Chinese language. And that no matter how much English we 

. knew, it was not important. . | 

Evidently the story about this family is a modern story. 

They speak English at home. The mother, the sons, the. 
daughters, and even the little brother speak English. 


“The only time that Chinese is spoken is when the father 


talks to the family. -—. 
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“me father is ‘born in Chine. The mother is born in 
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y 2 
Bal 
an paar erica. All the ‘sons and daughters are born in America. 
a) : 

a» The fener is forty two years of age. The mother is 
thirty eight. The oldest child is sixteen. The youngest 


ehild is five. 


When he was a young man he was interested in girls. His 
‘parents called him bashful. He was not a very ieee boy. 
ina he did not have much viletily and strength to enjoy 
parties or games that the friends of his indulged in. 

The pele pleasure that he er ‘ved was readinz took . He 
did not go outdoors much. And everybody spike of him as 


a homely sort of person. But.as he'‘grew up he seemed to 
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change. Girls held a sort of fascination for him. He 
mingled with them rather awkwardly at first but then he 


began to get accustomed to them. Like every other boy 


a 


his boyhood was.one of study and concentration. and he 


aoe fo 


‘Rangugver to America when.a young man to work. 
Here he met a girl and love began to bloom. They were 

married after a one year's acquaintance. Two years later 

see first baby was born. And they did not name the baby 


of with old fashioned Chinese name either. The baby had 


Va a simple American name. 


The father when he was young did not believe in marricge. . 
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time was norking. At a Ete as 

; ere as many years. He left tha 

house ivewie in the morning and did not come back till later 

in the night. Two years after the first baby was born 

another bere Was born. This time a girl. The third ehild 

| is a girl and the youngest child is a garecon. (boy) 

f Like everyone of the Chinese children, they all ba d 

| the beginning of their education at the Lincoln school, 

Today the oldest boy is in High School. He will 
Braduate in two years. . 

This oldest son is a sport enthusiast. He excelled 
in football, in baseball, in fact, ina all varieties of 
sport. He joined a special athletic elub. And this e¢Lub 
Heedaried ae ey the country once in a year. Not so long 
ago he traveled to some of the important cities to join 
in some athletic celebration. 

Every week end he had friends up to his house. They 
played aution and contract bridge. They played blackjack, 
hearts, rummy and can you imagine--they played old maid. 

ia The boy couhd not play Chinese dominos or mah jong. If he 


only knew what he is missing, he will learn that game right 


away. 
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“Today the father ae) perkins at Alameda in a bar, 
ete aftermath of meriietiion. ) 

The father is a great hunter. Also a sreat fisherman. 
Every Sunday he went into Saframento or somewhere near 
there to fish. He owned a ranch near that section. 

Today he is a great sportsman. There is herdly a week 
that which he does not go away to the outdoor life, 

As we said before, the early childhood of this man was 
rathern an unpleasant one. He was self conscious, homely 
and fragile. People made fun of hin. 

His mother used to say to him that he would never _ 
amount to anything because he was so timid and afraid of 
people. It was very hard on a boy to have people laught at 
/ him everytime. It took him years to live down his fear, 
om As he said, "When I was a boy I never seemed to belong 
7 to the family. Iwas apart from it. All during my child- 
“ hood I was ridiculed and daughed at by my brothers and 

sisters. Everybody looked down upon me as good for nothing. 
i Once my mother said I should have been born a girl. Of 

course, all these things happened long ago when I was quite 

small. It soon got so that whenever anyone came to the 


house I hid in a corner. Whenever there were any parties 
ft 


on or celebrations I never attended. 


hy 
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ai ot He I was quiet and just sat in my seat and folded 
my hands. I was Saat a wall flower. Even when I was 
growing up I never lived down my fear of people. I felt 
whenever I went out that people were staring at me from 
the back. i never Wen eu with the crowds because I 
felt that they would not like me to go. 
ype eaéeneres my mother used to laugh at me and say 
; . that L would never be able to get a wife. And my brothers 
used to say that if I did have . wife I wouldn't ee what 
to do with it. 

"In fact everything that I did was laughed at. My 
mother made fun of me because she always kidding. My 
father left me alone, he was a quiet man and alvays minded 
his od business. 

"Then when I was about sixteen I fell sick. Sick for 
a long time. I almost died from the result or it. After 
my recovery I was not very strong. I remembered drinking 
those oe looking soups that my mother made. It was 
supposed to ations for me. It was awful in taste, but it 
did make me get well. When I was sick, I missed many yeags 
of school. So that I made it up at home just reviewing my 

= old studies. 
"During the time that I was sick, I learned more than 


if I went to school. At home nothing bothered me. It was 


guiet and I could concentrate and think better. Everytime 


that I reviewed my books I found out many important things 


that 1: usl: uae missed. 
a wai? previously 


. Re fe : a . 

ME genombored x my y teacher used a say to the students 

“net what We" ESE 5 is not whet we now, it all depends on 
“how much reviewing work we do. I think there is a lot of 
truth in that statement. 

"My mother always wished me to come over to this country 
to study; a pei over and went to a few years in the English 
school. 2g did not think of going to school, that is 
school of higher education. College. 

"after I thought I had enough knowledge of thé languece 
to see me through for the time being and I went to work. 

In those days almost all of the Chinese people were working 
in the clothes making business. All of us had jobs sewing 
, Clothes. They paid good prices in those days too. Iwas 
content because — had a job here and I thought it would last 
indefinitely." | | ! 
Right then however he made the acquaintance of a 
eoreece girl. This girl was rather deaf and she ae very 
very very near sighted. She was alone. It was rumored that 
she married a Chinese man and that the husband was in China 
at that time. ; 
This colored girl was a laundrywoman. ‘She goes around 
to the different families and tries to get some customers. 
It happened that somebne recommended this girl to the man. 


The Sy seeing that this girl was rather comical, made fun 


of her. 
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And the girl took it jokingly. Soon the neighbors 


purely in the mood of fun, told the colored girl that 

the young man loved her. She would answered, "Funny talk.” 
But ae the anne continued -she thought that the young 

man really loved her. Sometimes when she had time she 

went to the young man's house and cleaned his rooms for 

him. She ran errands for him. Anda year passed by. All 
this time the colored girl thought that the young man really 
loved her, 

When this man met the young Chinese girl, the colored 
girl got shall we say, jealous. She told the people that the 
young man threw her over for another girl. All this time 
the negro girl did not know that everybody including the 
young man had been leading her on and playing a joke on her. 

For a long time the girl did not come around to get 
her laundry. She was furious. 

As the man said today, "Who would marry a person who 
is deaf and almost blind. I had a big laugh because me 
took it so seriously." 

After the man mafried, the colored girl got over her 
dreams. She was friendly with the man again, only this 
time she did not let baby cupid interfere. Often when the 
man and woman had parties, or celebrations, the colored 
girl was always invited to attend. On those days she 
would dress up like a Chinese and paint her face with rouge 


and powder until she looks like a death mask. 
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“This woman although she was a negro do not like 


‘Satered people. She considered herself as partly Chinese, 
why, no one knows. 

She never had any negro friends at her house,. only 
Chinese friends. Not so long ago the husband of the negro 
woman returned and she was extremely happy. 

Today in the home as we mentioned before all of the 
family speak English. Only a little Bhinese and yet it 
doeentt sound like Chinese at all. 

The sons and daughters do not go ve the Chinese school. 
what would my teahher say if he knew this, I hate to tell.) 
The falker talks Chinese. He speaks English only when 
necessary. He speaks poor ENglish and good Chinese. The 

: family speaks perfect English, but poor Chinese. Rather 
: “unusual, | 
a The father is the only one who goes to the stage, shows 
a in San Francisco, The sons and daughters never go there. 
Of course now if they wished to go they could not for 
Div | ae purpose that both of the theatres in San Francisco are 
wines When they will econen no one will know. 

The family is thoroughly westernized with the possible 
sane hteeeee the father. Why, the mother could dance! Well, 
she’ is born in AMES OS » but it still strikes us a rether | 
; * | "strane that she oowta Cance. 
a re course the son knows that "a stiff" is a dead man 
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eing in America is a great reat education. I monet ats this pI «ee 


previous article. 

At least we know what the words scram, baloney, phooey, put up 
oF our dukes, kick the bueket, hotcha, and seores of other slang words 
mean. These words are part of the interesting “American lanzuage.” 

| I read in an article that whenever an American plsy is produced in 

| England all of the slang words are printed on the reverse side of the 
program so that the Englishmen could intelligently understand the 
play. Cute, isn*t it? 

_And in the movies we pick up many other terms that woulda shock 
the grandmothers of the olden days. Of corse, Shakspere is considered 
a very modern writer. (Incidently there sre many ways of spelling 
Shakespeare: Accordingly to Ripley there sare gh rs than two thousand 
ways of spelling Shakspere. For example: Shakespeare, Shakxespere and 
Shakspere etc.) 

I fadsavshon wicket long ago. In 4a certain scene a player 
remarked, "What, you egg." 

The most famous figure of speech that we learned is "C'm up 
and see me sometime." (at the same time swaying our hips) 

SO we nonchantly agree that America is a land of opportunity. 
Belé@eve it or not. | | | 

Ve do not blush or feel embsrrassed because someone mention 
nudists. As someone said, "Why is Carners a nudist?" The answer is 
"Because he fought Bser." It's an old joxe, but it will do. 

It is a little hard to imagine a Chinese who do not speak or 
write Chinese. But there are some who fit firs this certain class. 


Even the parents do not speak Chinese. Or to be more exacé, they speak 


very little Chinese. 
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Se Pive years sgo a certain Chinese t@acher said that five years 
from then {t will be impossible to teach the Chinese language to the 
Chinese children. ‘The five years sre up. But the Chinese children | 
are still being taught. 5o what? 

we are taught by onr parents when we were small that no one of 
us could be of any value unless we know the Chinese language. And 
that no matter how much Unglish we knew, it was not important. 

Evidently the story about this family is a modern story. 

They speak English at home. ‘The mother, the sons, the daughters, 
and even the little brother speak Snglish. The only time that Chinese 
is spoken is when the father talks to the family. 

The father is born in China. The mother is born is America. 

All the sons and daughters are born in America. 

The father is forty-two years of age. ‘The mother is thirty-eight. 
The oldest child is sixteen. The youngest child is five. 

The father when he was young did not believe in msrriage. iihen 
he was @ young man he was interested in girls. His parents called 
him bashful. He was not a very strong boy. And he did not have 
much vilatily and strength to enjoy parties or games that the friends 
of his indulged in. The only pleasure that he enjoyed was reading 
books. He did not go outdoors much. And everybody spoke of him as 
a homely sort of person. But as he grew up he seemed to change. 

Girls held a sort of fascination for him. He mingled with them 
rather awkwardly at first but then he began to get accustomed to 
them. ike every other boy his boyhood ‘Re one of study and concen- 
tration. ‘nd he came over to America when a young man to work. 

Here he met a girl and love began to bloom. ‘they were married 


after a one yearsacquaintance. ‘Two years later their first baby was 
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Borns And they did not nsme the baby with old fashioned Chinese 
name either, -he baby had a simple American name. 

The father at this time was working. At a restaurant in Alameda. 
He worked there for many years. He left the house early in the morning 
and did not come back till later in the night. Two years after the 
first baby was born another baby was born. ‘his time a girl. ‘he 
third child is a girl and the youngest child is a gargon. (boy) 

Like everyone of the Chinese children, they all had the beginning 
of their education at the Lincoln School. 

Today the oldest boy is in High School. de will graduate in 
two years. 

This oldest son is a sport enthusiast. He excelled in football, 
in baseball, in fact, in all varieties of sport. He joined a special 
athletic club. And this club traved around the country once in a 
year. Not so long ago he traveled to some of the. important cities 
to join in some athletic celebration. 

Every week end he had friends up to his house. ‘they played 
aution and contract bridge. ‘They play blackjack, hearts, rummy, 
and can you imagine-they played old maid. ihe boy could not play 
Chinese dominos or mah jong. If he only knew what he is missing, 
he will learn that game right away. 

Today the fathsr is working at Alameda in a bar. (the after- 
aath of probition.} 

The father is a great hunter. Also a great fisherman. Every 
Sunday he went into Sacramento or somewhere near chords fish. 

He owned a ranch near that section. 
Today he is a great sportsman. ‘here is hardly a week that 


which he does not go away to the outdoor life. 
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As we said before, the early childhood of this man was rather 
an unpleasant one. de was self concious, homel# and fragile. -?e60- 
ple made fun of him. 

His mother ased to say to him that he would never amount to 
anything because he was so timid and afraid of people. It was 
very hard on a boy to have people laugh at him everytime. It took 
him years to live down his fear. 

As he said, "When 1 was a boy 1 never seemed to belong to the 
family. I was apart from it. All during my childhood + was ridiculed 
and laughed at by my brothers and sisters. #verybody looked upon 
me as a good-for—nothing. Once my mother said 1 should have been 
born a girl. Of course, all of these things happened long ago when 
il was guite small. it soon got so that whenever anyone came to house 
I hid in a corner. Whenever there were any parties or celebration 
I never attended. In school + was quiet and just sat in ny seat 
and ee hands. 1 was just a wall flower. Zven when 1 was grow- 
ing up I never lived down my fear of people. 1 felt when ever 1 
went out thst people were staring at me from the back. I never went 
out with the crowds because I felt that they would not like me to go. 

"I remembered my mother used to laugh at me and say that 1 would 
never be able to get a wife. And my brothers used 3b say that if 
I did have a wife I wouldii't know what to @o with it. 

"In fact everything that I did was laughed at. ‘iy mother made 
fun of me because she was always kidding. iy diather left me alone. 
He was a quiet man and always minded his own business. 

"Then when I was about sixteen 1 fefl sick. Sick for a long 
time. J almost died from the result of it. After my recovery I was 


not very strong. Yjreamabered drinking those strange looking soups 
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that my mother made. It was supposeito be good for me. It was awful 
in taste, but it did make me get well. jihen 1 was sick, I missed many 
years of school. So that I made it up at home just reviewing my old 
studies. 

"During the time that 1 was sick, 1 learned more than if I went 
to school. At home nothing bothered me. It was quiet and I could 
concentrate and think better. Everytime that I reviewed my books 
I found out many important things that 4 previously had missed. 

"I remembered my teacher used to say to the students that what 
we learn is not what we know, it all depends on how much reviewing 
work we do. I think there is a lot of truth in that statement. 

"dy mother always wished me to come over to this country to study. 
I came over and went to a few years in the English school. I did not 
think of going to school, that is school of picuer education. College. 

"After I thought I had enough knowledge of the language to see 
me through for the time being and T went to work. In those days 
alnost all of the Chinese people were working in the clothes-making 
business. All of us had jobs sewing clothes. They paid good prices 
in those days too. I was content because I had a job here and I 
thought it would last indefinetely.” 

Right then ,however he made the acouaintance of a colored girl. 
This girl was rather deaf and she was very, very, very near-—sighted. 

She was alone. It was rumored that sne married a Chinese man and 
that the husband was in China at that time. 

@his colored girl was a laundrywoman. she goes around to 
the different families peiteg te get some customers. It happened 
that someone recommended this girl to the man. The man, seeing that 


this girl be rather comical, made fun of her. 
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> And the girl teke it 


$ ‘yg. Soon the neighbors purely in 
the mood of fany told the colored girl that the young man loved her. 
She would answered, "Funny talk." but as the deys continued, she 
thought that they young man really loved her. sometimes when she 
had time she went to the young man's house and cleaned his rooms 
for him. She ran errands for him. And a year passed by. All this 
time the colored girl thought that the young man really loved her. 

When this man met the young Chinese girl,the colored girl got 
Shall we say, jealous. She told the people that the young man 
threw her over for another girl. All this time the negro girl did 
not know that everybody including the young man had been leading 
her on and playing a joke on her. 

For a long time the girl did not come around to get her 
laundry. She was furious. 

As the man said todsy, "Who would marry a person who is deaf 
and almost blind. I had a big laugh because she took it so serious- 
Ly <? 

After the man married, the colored girl got over her dreams. 
She was friendly with the man again, only this time she did not 
let baby cupid interferes. Often when the man and woman had parties 
or celebrations, the colored girl wds always invited to attend. 

On those days she would dress up like a Chinese and paint her 
face witn rouge and powder until she lookslike a death mask. 

This woman although she was a negro do not like colored people. 
She considered herself as partly Chinese, why, no one knows. 

She never had any negro friends at her house, only Chinese 


friends. Not so long ago the husband of the negro woman returned 


and she was extremely happy. 
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Today in the home as we mentioned before, allof the family 
Speak English. Only a little Chinese and yet it doesn't sound 
like Chinese at all. 

The sons and daughters do not go to the Chinese school. (what 
would my teacher say if he knew this, I hate to tell.) 
The father talks Chinese. He speaks English only when necessary. 
He speaks poor English and good Chinese. The family speaks per- 
fect English, but poor Chinese. Rather unusual. 

The father is the only one who woes to the stage shows in 
San Francisco. The sons and daughters never go thar. (there) 

Of course now if they wished to go they could not for the 
purpose that both of the theatres in San Franciszo are closed. 
When they will reopen no a will know. 

the family is thoroughly westernized with the possible exceotion 
of the father. Why, the mother conld dance:. Well, she is born in 
America. But it still strikes us as rather strange that she could 
dance. 

Of course the son knows that "a stiff" is a dead man and that 
a'poor egg"is a fool, not an egg of inferior quality. 

So we will end the story hoping thatono one would give us the 
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! echin Quong" 
In dealing with the above named Chinese gentleman let Com wre 
us remember something that I mentioned in an earlier article? | 
--that the Chinese people as a whole are a very cautious and 
peculiar class of foreigners to deal with not alone in this 
country but when approached by an alien in their own country. | 
I had made some acquaintances in our local Chinese quar- 
ter and since it had become known that I had wrotten some 
articles concerning those whom I had met, it did not take 
long for the news of my occuyation to spread amongst the old- 
er and more learned. I was regarded as a man about whom bak 
little was actually known, and there was suspicion as to how 
my articles would be used. Consequently, I met with a reti- 
cence that was almost insurmountable in my efforts to con- 
tact Chin Quong. 
Several Chinese had mentioned to me that this man is 
known to practically every Chinese in America. This state- 
ment aroused my curiosity. I obtained his address and called 
there, but instead of being shown to the man's apartment I 
was asked who it was that desired to see him and what I 
wanted to talk to him about. My inquisitor, I learned la- 
ter, happened to be his son-in-law and a doctor of medicine. 
After he requested my card and telephone number, I was told 


that Chin Quong was not in, but that if I would return at some 


Sy tot amma 


us = 


PA re) % 


+ ha Setenteg rolizse 10 mt bose téuon T fast ecto, 
ON hate eum kites yxev: eos ofodw 2 oe eneatAD ‘edit, ts a 
eidt af exols Sou Hitt Loeb od atongiexo® to ep mat lvoeg 

fis qudasoo mwo cbeste at apie im yd sedoaoages nosy ios ee 2 

ks Bice emenigo. LsooL mast ps e9onatutayoos omoe ebsa bed I ‘ 

; "en 8 fed donw bat i Pea, aworns emooed bag th conte Baw. cane | q 

oxed tou Bio #2 , tan Bi “s SouW e808 gutaueocog meLottca 4 

~bfo edd segaoms beouge ot Hot#.azs000 wt to awex edé tot scot 

tod mow ¢uods aan 2 OB Dobuspox tow I _ sBoceaae t etom Soe xo a ; 

wot of G2 nololgugs Baw oxedsd brs amos YhLactos aay oltett 4 

-ttex a ditw tem I , Vid rope wnoY _beey ed Dixow: aoloitze ae 

“too o¢ aixotte yo mk bess agian i acai aay tad 900000 

| Gi “s RaOmD ats fon, 

puaes alud dott ony of Bott Bt: bad seomtdd Lexevea 

~odade aid! .agtxomA at ememiso yreve wiLao Noon ot z os & 

betiso bra aeendds eid hos: etd. 1 +\Yilaolwave yor boavons 100, 4 

i duemtnags e'cam eat ot amo de giited te bes tant tad ene o 

i tadw bas mid oop of boxteod tend sew tt od Deoes oon 

«sl bewxael I Tod tatepek YM tod mid of ALat ~ sotam ‘ad | 

+oalolbem to sovoob » bite wak-2-no8 ala od oF eneg ee 

Biot aay i Sahin: ouosgeted bas Devo del betae ” 1 


jocea 


4 . . ; ; ia a i : ; 4° lly i ve - ie . 
; Pi, ; - es ies , he rid iq si ie ‘ 
Se eed Pee ei hv A (' went bh eh to. Hi 
™ 7 Fr i). ar ay > =* a | r ‘ ~~ 


later date I might be able to see him. When I asked that 

my inguisitor suggest a time that I might call, I was told 
to come back maybe in a day or two. He did not know when 

Chin Quong would be in. I learned the same day that Chin 

was at home at that very moment. 

For several days following my first unsuccessful at- 
tempt to contact my man I made trips to his residence and 
each time met with the same result. Meantime I contacted 
several of the men I had met earlier and for some unknown 
reason they refused to be led into any conversation relative 
to Chin Quong. These men were the very men who had informed 
me that if I could meet Chin I would get some very interest- 
ing material for study. I was ath Ate to ares it Goby as a bad 
job when I decided to make one last ey Vinmediately as I 
rang the bell the latch was released and a voice from the 
upper landing said, "Come up, Ir. Geary." The man I met 
amazed me. | 

Chin Quong reached out his hand and took mine saying 
at the same time, "Welcome to my humble home". He led me 
to as beautiful a Chinese living room as i have ever seen and 
requested me to be seated. ‘Then having seated himself, he 
studied my face for fully two minutes before speaking again. 
"you have been put to a great deal of time and trouble in 


getting to talk to me, but let us hope that it has not been 
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spent in vain." His manner of speech was slow and his Eng- 
lish pronunciation very, very poor. He is a man of small 
stature and does not have the appearance of being much of a 
Sage. He is well preserved despite his seventy-six years and 
I noticed he was plainly but extremely well tailored and shod. 
Something told me that this little man could speak far better 
English than he was using at the moment. Eventually I found 
that he spoke better English than any Chinese I have ever 
listened to, either on the public platform or in private con- 
versation. 

After explaining my mission to Chin Quong and gaining 
his permission to ask him some questions regarding his life 
and that of his family I started in. In the same slow and 
deliberate manner he told me that according to the American 
Galendar he is seventy-four years of age, but according to 


the Chinese calendar he is now seventy-six years of age. He 


La AECL 
was born in the province of Canton, in the Toisan district y 


and his early religion was that of his father and mother, 
Confucianism. 

Chin Quong started school at the age of seven in an al- 
most inaccessible farming district where his father and mo- 
ther owned a bamboo plantation. He remained at school for 
five years and at the age of twelve was compelled to take up 


farming along with his father and brothers. He did not like 
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farm work and two years later gained the permission of his 
parents to come to the United States with an uncle who had 
been to this country, and had returned to China for a visit, 
and with the purpose of bringing other relatives back with 
him to the land of opportunity and greater freedom. 

At the age of fourteen Chin landed in San Francisco. 
They day after his arrival he was successful in getting a 
position as house boy with one of San Francisco's oldest and 
wealthiest families. at a salary of one dollar per week. He 
was permitted to eat certain foods in the kitchen of his em- 
ployer, but his clothing he had to purchase out of his one 
dollar a week. This arrangement was perfectly agreeable to 
Chin because he had foresight enough to see a future in this 
country and besides, he had received as remuneration from 
his two years' farm work only meals, a bed and one suit of 
Chinese clothes. 

At the beginning of Chin's second year in the position 
of house boy his salary was raised to two dollars per week, 
and so adept had he become at his duties that he was made 
number one boy. At the beginning of his third year he re- 
ceived another dollar per week raise in salary and a like 
amount at the start of his fourth. By the end of his fourth 
year the yearning for his native land had become very grat, 


and since Chin had saved enough money to go back he said-- 
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why not--and away he went. He remained in China for a period 
of two years, and during this visit he met the lady who is 
now his wife and the mother of his six Ghildren. It was dur- 
ing his second trip back to China that Chin married Mrs. Chin. 
A son was born to them during his stay in the United States 

so he made a third trip to his native land to bring his wife 
and the son whom he had never seen back here to the land of 
Promise. 

He has made many trips back to China since that time, 
always with a longing to get there and to see his old frienis 
and relatives and yet with that same longing to return again 
to the United States. Mr. Chin has always traveled back and 
forth to China as a steerage passenger and in the same manner 
as he first came to this country, with the exception that, 
his first passage required thirty three days, and was made 
aboard an old side wheeler. Iir. Chin is very desirous of 
making another trip to his native land right now but feels 
that he must forego the pleasure because there are so many 
of his people both in this country and in China who need 
their daily bread and clothing to cover their nakedness, that 
it would be an unforgivable sin to use money for his own self- 
pleasure while others were in need. 

At about this point in our conversation Chin Quong be- 


gan to use beautiful English and a perfect dialect. I asked 
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him why in the beginning he had lapsed into broken English 
and he told me he believed I could get a better picture of 
his early life if he used broken English just as most Chinese 
do even after they have been in the United States many, many 
years. He was right, for had he begun as he wound up I would 
never have been able to get as good a mental picture of his 
eapiy life as I have now. Later during our conversation I 
learned that he was not entirely sure whether or not he 
wanted to give me much information at all, and had he decided 
not to talk much, it would have been much easier for him to 
terminate the interview in broken English than if I were 
meeting more as an equal with an educated Chinese. 

During the five years of his early schooling in China 
gaede was absobutely no opportunity for Chin to learn any- 
thing but Cantonese. However, the very first Sunday after 
his arrival in America he found that a free night school was 
being conducted at the Congregational Church each Sunday 
evening, so he found a friend who could direct him to the 
place. There he found a teacher who having had years of 
experience as a missionary in different parts of China, was 
able to speak Cantonese fluently. They became friends and 
while Chin was learning English he also learned a great deal 
about Christianity. 

He liked the religion, and so interested did he become 
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that he taught it to his friends in China during his very 
first visit home, much to the dislike of his parents and 
grandparents. Even though his parents have not visited Ame- 
rica Chin's progress and influence was so great that eventu- 
ally they became Christians through his teachings at a dis- 


tanee of more than seven thousand miles. During his early 


AND, * 


career in school Chin /did learn) that some strangeyreligion 
was being taught in some isolated parts of China far distant 
. from his father's farm, but he was too far removed from it 
to learn just what it was. Later in life he found that his 
friends had meant Christianity. 

During all of Chin's many voyages he has never known 
what it meant to be seasick. He had no fear whatever in 
making his first trip to America. He said the Americans ap- 
peared to show more wonder i sata a Chinese child in this 
country than he showed at the strange things he saw each 
day. Oftentimes the American school children would stone 
the Chinese boys and girls on their way to and from school. 
When asked if he became afraid and ran for home when these 
things occurred or whether he stood his ground, he replied 
with a shile that the American children threw the stones and 
then ran home and thus seldom gave the Chinese a chance to 
get even for the indignity they had suffered. 

Chin Quong has six children, five sons and one daugh- 
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ter. All of the children are married. Four of the sons 

are in the importing business and the other son is a |medical\ 
duated from the University of California. All of the chil- 
dren have at some time or other visited China and all of 
them speak their father's language fluently. While the fa- 
ther was born in China he wants his final resting place to 
be right here in California. 

Mr. Chin told me that the Chinese people here who are 
well off financially are, as a rule, fair with their country- 
men who are less fortunate, but sone of them are not. He 
knows of man instances in which poor unfortunates are con- 
pelled to work as much as eighteen and twenty ont of every 
twenty-four hours. He is personally acquainted with some of 
these men and a8 now making an effort to get some of these 
unfortunates to give me a story of their true conditions [of 


their own free will. | 
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"The oldest son was married and &f&ter one year of married life 
he was divorced. All of us in the store knew it was inevitable be- 
cause he wife was not the kind of person that could stay married 
long. Before the son got married, however, he made the acquaintance 
of a girl living around the corner. 


This girl was ugly and very very dark. The girl's father said 


-- —““ that the boy could have her absolutely free and asked for nothing 


in return. But the son did not wish it. The girl later returned 


_ to. China and from the rumors it is daid that she died from an illness, 


"Phe wie to moved to Nevada City after her husband death. She 
had a little store there. A vegetable store. Once every year dur- 
ing the July holidays she sold firecrackers and made enough in those 


few days for the entire year's rent. 


"The wife was a very superstitious woman. On New Year she hung 
a bright new curtain on her bedroom door, She wrapped up all of 
the brooms and dustrooms and for one whole week of the New Year she 
would not clean or sweep her floor. The superstitious believed that 
whenever a person swept the floor during the New Year they were sweep- 
ing away gold, 


"The wife would not take a trip without first consulting a god, 
There was an old woman living on Ninth and Webster Street who used 
to do that sort of work. That old woman had an old-gold god called 
Goon Yum. People went to her to consult her. The wife was a regular 
customer to this old woman, And on the tirthday of the god (yes there 
is such a thing) and woman would bring all sorts of @ifts and foods 
to the fortune telling woman, 


"The wife was so superstitious that she had good luck signs 
pasted on the doors of her bedrooms and in the rooms of her sons. 


"She only washed her hair on certain days. ‘She got an old. book, 
a sort of good luck book, which she consulted very often. If the 
book said that the day was not a good day to wash her hair she will 
wait for another day. 


"The shrimps business was getting along very well. There was a 
certain man who was jealous of the success of the company. He came 
over to Oakland and started a store which also sold shrimps. He 
lowered his price in order to get some of the boss's business. Now 
the boss had made a lot of money and he too lowered his price to 
battle it out with the other man. But the other man lowered his 
price still more. And the boss again lowered his price. Soon the 
price of shrimps was forty cents a pound. It did sell once for sixty 
cents a pound. And the wholesale price was fifty cents a pound. Now 
the price of shrimps was lower than the former wholesale price, 


"The other man was not satisfied with the demage he had done. He 
went to the boss customers and forced them to buy from him. ‘omé 


“ata, Other did not. Most of the customers knew the boss too well and 


continued doing business with him. The boss knew that something must 
be done before his own business will be wrecked by the other man. 

But before he had a chance to do what he wished, the other man's busi- 
ness toppled over and failed. The other man had been selling too 
cheap and he could not meet the expenses. As a result he moved back 
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"But there was no end of trouble, Another man had the idea of 
breaking into the shrimp business, Instead of openeing a store 
here he had his store in San Francisco, 


"Every morning he brought the shrimps over in his automobile 
and went to the boss own customeps. He tried the same trick of 
j lowering his prices, And once’again our boss did the same, The 
g boss knew that this covld not be continued forever. Through a 
customer he found out the time in which the other man came to deliver 
shrimps, One morning he waitéd for him at a certain store and ex- | 
plained to the other man not to do it again. He said that if the 
other man wished to do business it was all right with him. But that 
he should not keep on lowering his price. The boss also told him 
to let the customers buy from whomever the customers wished. But 
the other man was very stubborn and he caused no end of trouble. 


"One day the boss gave him the beating of his life. The other 
man was terribly hurt and a tong war was almost started, Both men 
were terribly hurt and a tong war was almost started. Soth men were 
in different tongs. It was after a great deal of trouble that the 
matter was finally settled. Since then we have not heard as to what 
happened to the other man. 


She concluded the story. I asked her, "Do you not find it tire- 
some working so long at the same job?" 


"No, the fact is that whenever we have a day off I feel lonesome. 
I am the only one of the workers who have kept at the same job sincce 
% the store opened. People come and go but I am here forever. Many 
,) who come to work but a day and then they quit. They are too delicate 
a; for this sort of work, And they'’are too slow for the work. And they 
i make only fifteen cents a day. And they do not think it pays for the 
' amount of work they put in. But I do not mind how mich I make. I 
want to meet the people and talk to them. I have not missed a single 
day of work in fifteen years except once, It is rather good record to 
be proud of," 


"Do you intend to continue this sort of work indefinetely?" 


"It is hard to say. I am content with the work. My son is working 
besides. Even if I stay home 1 will have nothing to do. I am not 
used to being alone. I like to talk to people and make friends. 


The store is completely different now. It is painted over and. 
alterated with new m terials. The old woman still sits in her little 
corner as content as ever. Now there are only five women working 
there. ‘they do not work long hours as before. Business is very very 
quiet. And the workers work every other day instead of daily. No 
rushing at all. Once in awhile customers come inand buy some shrimps. 
Usually a pound or a half a pound. The days of prosperity are over. 
By eliminating all foolish expenses it is possible to barely make a 

| ving nOW. 
t - Meanwhile the old woman sits in her little corner picking, picking. 


orner is her world and for fifteen years she has been there. 
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It was the heat of the Sahara...the temperature of the 
sama ton ste fire of hell...the taste of tabasco...the 
steam of a Turkish bath. 
There were faces, faces dead, blue, paie and familiar. 

Phere were strange persons, tall, short, frail, strong. 

There were voices loud and soft, harsh and kind. There were 
nightmares of horses, kings, trees, bicycles. 
a ri there was a Yoom, small and cold. The wallpaper was 
if _ browned by time. On the wall hung a picture frame without 

any picture. The lights were turned low. And he, the boy, 
| was turning and tossing. 

The white sheet on the bed...the high pillow...the 
erate of cough medicine...the hot water bottle...the nurse, 
ace calm..eethe doctor speaking...-his mother softly crying... 
the fever, rising, rising. 

He turned and he turned. fhe fever was rising. 
He heard the clattering of dishes. He heard his sister 
 erying. He heard water running in the sink. He heard 
the door being opened and being shut. He heard everything 
: and yet he seemed to not hear anything. the lights blurred. 
i The white sheet faded away « Phe room turned and whirled 
ae urned with it. The sounds were gone. ‘There was 


g in aie 6 ears and he felt hot. Very hot. 
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"Oh. doctor, is he all right?" Then a face. "Oh, 
doctor!" then another faces A familiar face. "Is heses?" 
Another face. the room was on fire. Flames darted from all 
sides. The walls were burning. Crumbling into ashes. 

Dan was asleep in his room. He felt the sting of 
smoke in his nose. The room was dark. It was just before 
dawn and every thing was darke He woke upe He saw red 
flames in his room. the walls were on fire. He jumped 
out of bed, reached for his robe. He woke his brother, 
still asleep in the bed beside his. 

"Dennis, Dennis, wake up} Fire Hurry 4" 

Dennis yawned and mumbled. Suddenly he jumped up. 
nFire}" He ran from the room, putting on his clothes as he 
Yane Dan called to him, "Wake father and mother and ['1l 
wake Helen." 

The flames were spreading rapidly through the house. 

The coal oil in the kitchen stove had caught fire and was 
burning brightly. fhe oilcloth on the kitchen wall was 
burning too. 

Dan knocked at his sister's door. There was no response. 
The door was locked. He knocked again. He broke in the 
door. Helen was asleep, half-suffocated by the smoke. 
Quickly he took her into the open air. His father, mother, 
Dennis were there. All were safe. 

suddenly Dan cried out, "My dog, I forgot my dog." He 
rushed back into the house, a blazing furnace now. FDon't, 


Dan. Come back, Dant" But Dan heard no one. He rushed 
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into the house. To him the house was not on fives Ee 
must save his dog. the walls were in flames. The ceiling 
was falling in. A great beam crashed down. It fell just 
two inches from him. The beam missed him by just two long 
inches. 

He heard Tarzan barking wildly upstairs. "Tarzan, I'm 
panivars He went up the burning stairs, two steps ata 
time. The stairs collapsed as he reached the top. He 
saw the doge His hair was afire. 

With his hands Dan slapped out the fire which was burning 
his dog to death. "Oh, Tarzan, Tarzan," he moaned. And 
the dog barked and wagged his burned tail. "Come, Tarzan, 
let's get out.” He gathered the dog in his arms. The 
front stairs had fallen. He could not go down that way. 

He ran to the back stairs. They too, had collapsed and he 
could not go down that way either. 

He called from the window, "Dennis, I'm here at the 
back. Get me out of heret I'm burnings Hurryt" But 
no one seemed to hear him. There was no one in the yard. 
The people next door were still asleep. "Where is every- 
one?" he muttered. He called again and still there wes no 
answeér. He could not understand why. He was in the burn- 
ing house and no one seemed to caree There were no fire 
engines insight, no spectators anywhere. He did not under- 
stand. 

Smoke came into the room. The dog in his arms whined 


and died. Dan was choking. "Help! Helps" He coughed. 
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He could not see anything now. fhe smoke was too thick. 

He could hardly breathe. He tried to yell,.but could make 
no sound. He slumped down on the burning floor. He 

heard the roar of the fire. He felt the heat. "T'm burn- 
ing\", he screamed. Then he was quiet. He was burning. 
His flesh became black and shriveled. 

There was no fire. And he was not burned. Fit was 
hote Gazing about him he saw miles of white sand. Mile 
after mile of sand. Nothing else. 

In a little, crowded town he saw many Arabs. And 
many, many camels. One of them looked at him and he 
thought that the face of the camel resembled that of someone 
‘he kKneWe Who, he could not tell. fhe faces of the Arabs 
were strange. ‘They appeared black in contrast to the 
Arabs’ white robes. some of the men were preparing for a 
journey across the desert. They were packing food and 
equipment. Once Dan thought he saw his brother Dennis 
among them, but when he looked again, he was gone and Dan 
was puzzled. 

He found himself with those who were going across the 
desert. The sun was blazing and the wind was hot. The 
sea of sand rolled toward the distance. Nothing could be 
seen but endless desert. 

The caravan moved slowly across the white, hot sand. 
Dan felt as if he were walking on fire, so hot was the sand. 
Slowly, but steadily they went on. The glare blinded him. 


His eyes were burning and his head felt as if it would burst. 
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Once he thought that he was going to faint. He could not 
stand it. Yet hour after hour he walked on. He was too 
tired to walk any longer. Faces of Arabs moved before him. 
How strange they Habas SO ugly e 

He fell. The heat of the sand seeped through his 
clothes. Into his flesh and bones. He tried to stand, but 
could not. He called to the Arabs, but camels and Arabs 
were gonée They had disappeared. He looked about and saw 
nothing but the ever-rolling white sands of the Sahara. 

He was lost in the ocean of sand. Which way should he 
ZO? The sun grew hotter and hotter. Still hotter. The 
wind grew in velocity. It howled and it moaned. Sand 
swirled into the air. Dan was caught in the center of the 
Sstorme The hot sand and wind burned him like tongues of 
searing fire. He could not see in the fog of flying sand. 
He heard the howling of the wind and felt the bite of the 
hot sand. He felt and knew nothing else. So furiously 
the wind blew that he breathed only with difficulty. Once 
or twice he felt that he could breathe no more. 

His throat was parched and dry. He longed for water. 
But all he saw was sand and, sometimes, the sky. fhe 
thundering storm gathered up its strength into one great 
breath. It almost split Dan's eardrums. 

Then, quickly as it had come, the storm was gonée 
Before him Dan saw palm trees. Water and dates and a place 
for shelter. He felt he was dying from thirst, so dry was 


his throat. He went toward the palm trees. But he was 
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unable to reach them. There they were, just a few feet 
away, yet when he went forward he was no closer to them. 
He walked faster. The same thing happened. Despite his 
fatigue, he ran. Faster and faster he ran. The water 
and shelter seemed to recede more and more. He was panting 
for breath. His throat became so dry he could stand it no 
longer. He grew weak and dazed. He fell on the sand and 
drowsed away..e.the sort music of guiters came to his ears. 

Palm trees lined the streets. The sun was shining. 
He saw men in huge sombreros, with bright shawls thrown over 
brown shoulders. There were girls. With long, dark 
lashes. Their hair was shining black and very long and 
smoothe Dan entered a cafe. There was dancing. Hips 
swayed and he saw knowing looks pass between men and women. 

He was dying with hunger and thirst. He sat at a 
table and ordered food. The dishes they brought him were 
red-hot. A glass of water. He drank and gasped for 
breath...tabasco sauce. His eyes were burning. He felt 
hotter and hotter. 

When he opened his eyes again he was in a Turkish bath. 
He was undressed. Steam rose on all sides. There were 
many mene Wrapped in their long towels, they reminded him 
of the Arabs. He was lost in the desert again. Then he 
was ina Yurkish bath with many other men. 

Suddenly he felt cold. Icy water ran down his back. 


He was under a cold shower. Then he was hot. He wag 


under a hot shower. Cold. Then hote He was hot and cold. 
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Hot and cold. Steam blinded him as the desert sand had done. 
He was afraid again. 

Waked bodies of men. fall, short, white, yellow. 
Bodies brushed against his. He heard men plunging into 
pools of cool water. He heard showers falling, falling. 
Still the steam rose. Suddenly he was under a hot shower. 
Boiling water ran down his back. Hotter, hotter. 

He was in hell. It was raining fire, showers of fire, 
glaring, red. Devils with tails rushed back and forth, 
carrying tne nude bodies of men and women which they hurled 
into pits of black, bubbling tar. their tormented screams 
and yells chilled his soul. A devil with a burning torch 
in his long, thin hands, thrust the screaming victims under 
the boiling tar. The odor of burned flesh sickened Dan. 

Red devils, black devils, green devils came into view, 
blazing torches in their hands. Fire shot from their eyes. 
They were looking at Dan. They were coming toward him. 
"Death," they chanted, "Death, death." fhey drew closer, 
G@loser, still closer. "Deathg," they yelled. "Death." 

His clothes were in flames. His hair was burning, his 
flesh. Dan screamed. le writhed and screamed. He was 
burning. 

He was in the jungles of the Amazon. Savage faces 
peered through the bushes and vines. Waked warriors were 
watching him. Itosquitoes swarmed about him, stinging his 
blistered body. There were drums and spears and painted 


faces. A warrior seized him and led nim before a chief. 
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Water bubbled in a great bowl. Dan was being undressed. 
Hands felt his flesh and washed his body with hot water. 
With a yell he was thrown into the air. Down, down he fell 
into the great bowl of boiling water. His body was being 
boiled. 

The voice of farzan came to his ears. His room was on 
fire. Dennis was there. His father. His mother. Helen. 
He heard the siren of a fire engine. Ghe splash of water. 

He saw firemen. Blazing shingles fell on the spectators 

in the street. An injured fireman was carried fown a ladder. 
Tarzan barked. The caravan moved slowly into the distance, 
Arabs riding on their camels. He saw them from far away. 

He drank from the spring under the palm trees. His throat 
was no longer parcned. A woman's voice was singing a 

Spanish song and dancers glided by. He drank and he drank. 
The water in the shower was freezing. He shivered. the 
fires of hell had died away. He smelled burning flesh no 
longer. He was swimming in a pool of cool waiter. 

A face. Then another. And another. "Oh, doctor, 
is he all right?" voices. "Oh, doctors” Another face. 

It was a small room. fhe wallpaper was browned by 
aZee The lights were turned low. And he, the boy, was 
Sleeping. He did not turn nor toss. He was sleeping 
quietly now. Before he moaned and tossed. Now he slept 
quietly. 

The white sheet on the bed...the high pillow...the 


bottle of cough medicine...the hot water bog...the nurse, 
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Di 
so cGalm..ethe doctor watching...his mother softly prayingee.e 
the fever dropping, dropping. 


It was quiet. The boy opened his eyes. He had passed 


the crisis. Now he could get well. 


The doctor said, "For a while I was afraid...the fevere.. 


But slowly it fell." 


The mother prayed on silently. fhe boy slept. 
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Mr. Stan, the only son 0% 


of the Hawaiian Islands was born in Honolulu in 1882. Besides 
being a miller his father owned interests in sugar plantations, 
re sugar mills, curio shops and canneries. His father was in 


Hawaii long before its last monarch, Queen Lilivgkalani, who 
PUN WN Ceres 


ofthe 
was deposed ica os in 1595. Fren—it—wass 
e United & : S935 tt i i orm 
Overnment was establishé 4. 


When Xe was three years old his mother took him back to 
their ancestral village in the Chung Shen ni strier im? thes Pro- 
vince of Canton. Their home was a caldieot palatial mansior. 

At the time, it was the first foreign type of_arghitectural 
plan ever used in their district. The people weuld not dare 
to put up any objections, Fe-wes because of thet financial 

Gums crn. v 


Peer et ON It was their eka ee | or financial status thet gave 


nA Cre 
them the €+rst-words—cr orivileges-to do what they Wested. 


During his intentiny “wears Zoned a Chinese governess 
a a Vt. tH 
to look after him, keep him company and temerkt him everything 


that a child of his age should know, and, learned from everything 
under the sun! Customerily, in China, children who reached 
their seventh anniversaries, were sent to the village school 
for their first step in education. So Mr. ‘hem was sent to a 


oe, 


private school, in his village, especially established for the 
Sh aeons Ca 


“members of ay the wealthy families. Themg__ 


Bet keeps other schools in- Fre village for the so-called 


ne ee a8 Qe poorer cless or children. 32a, ster spent 
seven years in- the private village teehee During this per- 


tod he-skeeane dare was taucht all of “Phe ten primary readers, 
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elementary history, Chinese classics, and compostiond, In 
rN 

fact,.every tear in his school was taught more subjects 

Lace TG abeoorg 
than treie little brains sould—inmbue. 

When he was fourteen years old, his mother took him back 

to Honolulu after the Hawaiian Queen was deposed. Upon his 
return to the Island, his father took him around the Islands 


to show him all of his business interests. so doing, he 


explained that one must work hard, conscientiously and in- 


a 


dustriously before one be ee tet et in whatever one Wore gh& 
undertake. XE was also shown how each line of business was 
& . 
Rosa Crebuded The 
conducted and operated; Ai as a Sa sugar plantation, 
\ 
pineapple plantation and cannery. He spent nearly a year t= 
going around with his father from place to place where his 
business interests were located. Then, at the end of these 
business trips he was sent to an exelusive private school 


where he studfwé English. 


This was a secondary school starting with the first gradeuud Grn - 


Aaa) up to the eighth grade and ssme-etter™high school subjects. 


—TheMiont be called a preparatory school for college entrance 
examination. XG, studied the subjects which were required ~-o7m 
~esteblished by the public school for the first four grades. 

Leto 
Then from tae (rittn erade on trey—-Were allowed two optional 
subjects for each gerade. Mr. igen selected business, elem- 
entary commercial laws, economics and French. By the time 
ya Piavened the seventh grade he was about twenty-two years 
old. 
Then his father sent him back to China again. This trip 


was for the purpose of marrying the girl whom his father had 


chosen for him while NM was studying in the Islands. It was 
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the custom and tradition of the Chinese people at that time 
to do the mateh making or choosing for their children, even 
though the parties concerned never met or saw each other be- 
fore. The marrying couples had no Se RD Be es 
ever arrangements their parents had made for them in the 
matter of bethrothals or marriages. It was the parents who 
gave the consentg¢. His parents spent nearly $4,000 on the 
celebration of his marriage. Every cousin, distant or close puede 
people of the same village and nearby villages were invited 
to help celebrate his matrimonial Peet puieehi aa ten tinn 
whole weeks. ‘Theatrical performeress were engaged to en- 
tertain thets guests. New continuous shows were given daily 
during the festival. Even the middle-class& people had matri- 
monial celebrations which lasted more than four days. Large 
kerosene spot lights were installed through the village for 
the evening celebrations. dé remained in the village until 
the birth oe as, child. It happened to be a girl which 
was not Teer eee re oe way, he was rather 
disappointed. When nis (aaugnter was hardly 17 months old, 
he took a trip back to the Hawaiian Islands, leaving his own 
family behind in the village. 

He arrived back in Honolulu in 190580 sooner had he 
landed, his father put him to work in one of his bazaars. 
He was made assistant manager. Then one year later his 

a 

father put him in full control of the new hardware store, ea ebh, , 
from the money which he made in the bazaar business. dK, ‘ 
managed the hardware busipess sno tHe Cee aan es Lae as in- 
ereased rapidly. aeaiies fou * the store for his father - 
and ae complete stocky to make it more serviceable 


and convenient for thresr customers. He managed this suc- 
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cessfully and kept at it for three years. 
Then he took another trip back to China, this time, to 


see his own family. He remained in the village until the 


re 


second child was born. This happened to be a boyy Andeed, 
Mr. mn was very happy. The odd idea wee that a daughter 
WER Pelons to someone else after she Wetied but the son 
Usor@fremain with the family even though le eee The 
sons usually carried on the traditions of the family's an- 
cestors. Mr. S father also spent some money in cele- 
prating the birth of a grandson, for that was his first and 
only grandson® fg was also extreme reo te contents. 
rier aie happy event, acne a returned to Honolulu 
to take charge of the hardware business once more. He nanag= 
ed it for two years _=—tken his radian enened up a grocery 
store which included a small meat market. Somehow or other, 
ur. abe, “aia not seem—-+o. like this sort of business, thrat- 
kd began to lose interest in ae #o he turned this business 
pack to his father —He- told his—fetres that he wished to go 
to the main land or the States to make his fortune. He was 
offered about $2,000 by his father as capttel witen he might 
start nig. Aaa Rapa nid m did not accept this amount of 


money. He wanted to start business with his own money y Cabal Tes fone 


IH accepted only enough for his transportation and incidental 
expenses. 
P ye oR | 
Mr. @ita-gemet in San Francisco in 1914. His first 
job here was as salesman in a Chinese curio shop in China- 
town. He worked at it for four months and then went to 
he é fai he we 


work in a bazaar which was one of the oldest Chinese busim / “C,, 


—ness..in satan) ase was eo as 1917. When the 
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rafted into the 


‘) e was a U. S. Army during the 


World's War, -#e went through military training but was 


) 


never called into actual service. After the Armistice was 


signed bougtyt small curio shop of his own. fe-—porek+ 
® Hee ali, Ct 


Vocnini-y more than three months he became ill 
“A Viore ~ ) 
=He went to several medical doctors but—nét—eore of tkem could 
diagnose his case correctly. His illness tortured him for 


nearly five ae ate AR inally.he .gave up his business and re- 


turned to his home in eine his illness was cured by a 
medical Re ne. village. Ses Beine cured by a 


! 
herbalist fired DX pambition to study about herbs and their 


curative properties. j aan . ; : 
m0 oS 

Herbs were first used By AT Aness long before Christ was born. 

Now, in the modern scientific age, some herbs are used in 

the making Of western medicines. ‘tas ae ae spent five 

years tlearning to be a herbalist. He also ieee oe as- 


trological reading. Although in America the practice of 


Astrology among the fen weet considered as tmand, fmieherae 

‘e4_es—ciariotess. ia Astrology still flourishes in teéta, 

Many pice cubent officials reeognize Astrology. Mr. shine | 

returned to America in 1923. 

Upon his return to San tty eee a herb 

store where he sold herb tea to the Chinese people who aek— 
such means of curing their illness@s Beside this, 

; Mr. sden also gave estrological readings. Many Chinese who 


were not and could not be cured by western medical doctors 


were cured by him. He became well-known within six years y an 


ae 
Ae | Gbring this period be accumulated some money. thee ff made 
pA teat : 


two trips back to China within this period. While he was 
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Seance Ww +> There were no contraptions or 


instruments used at all, except a bowl of water which had the 
same purpose as a crystal ball used by crystal gazer. Vany 
American people came to him for readings but he would not 
give any such readings to them for fear chat he might be per- 
secuted of-proccowped: by local authorities. Bo He kept to 
his all Chinese clients. 

He was a Hawaiian by birth but an American through the 
annexation of the Islands by the United States Government. 
Rigkiai kt said that the American Government is a very good 
form of government. He likes the American traditions, cus- 
toms and ideals, that is, anythtrrs which-t sane and conven- 
tional. The things that he detests most are tee-alimony and 

_—_~the-«®v0orTte svstems-ef the American divorce laws. He doesn't 
see why a man has to support a woman whom he has divorced or— 
wo—Lonese bts—wite- when she is e¢apable of carning a livelihood. 
He said that the women in America had caused a law to be pass- 
ed so that men and women have the equal rights. Then, why not 
a divorce law that-?rrl protect.a man and makes him a woman's 


equal? 


on 
“california, was ‘porn Wh ‘San 


Ferien ae a and white Labor unions, his father sent hin, 

his mother, his older sister, and two older brothers back to 

China, His father feared that they might be harmed by those mentee 

. vandals", These vandals often called themselves Irishmen and 

; white union renonens Mr.Jung's father had reason to be afraid of 

such Irish propamandiata: ey, that year, an officér of the 

San Francisco Public Health Department ordered and instructed 

his assistants to quarantine any or all Chinese whom they sus~ 

pected of having contagious diseases, Th§g@ a1teged epreading = 

contagious diseases were to be cut or operated @m) eithe, under 

the preten€e of quarantine inspection. Inf fact they were to pe. 

cut fron a ve and hung on hooks suspended from Chaat 
Cne> (raretad Um 


_ a emaeen—m, butcher shops. Such practices were 


barbaric, Of course the arabe obtained a Mandamus to 


O Sestiatn tig saab arrying ao 


oF : WM. “arrived in China in 1890, and stayed in Hong 


uch cannibalistic plans. 


Kong until 1891. Then his mother took them back to their|ances- 
tral village in Canton Province. Not very long after that his 


two older brothers and sister were sent to the village school 


to study Chinese. Mr. Jung was not sent to school because he was 
Ber - not old enough. Children in China were usually sent to school 


Gisken they 2s Ebout Seven years old, sefe Peon at home Nia 


his mother Uiteotavent him how to sing children song Re repea te 


them after her. He learned how to write his. own name ne also was 


et very simple soreate words, ‘His nother tought 
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‘the yoniesters were taught in the kindergarten, Qu 

aa , red rar p Nouvoiae of his daily one hour study at home, he 

MigR tn the einer boys of his age near the village shrine or tem- 
5le. The other boys of his own age indulged in all sort of games. 
: : Te 

The game he fas fond of mm was the "feather kicking". This game Comacoledl % 
was—to see, ho could kick ,e=sest- without missing. eh oe os ad tk we 
his shges and st 


QUX . 
BAe many times as(frboenb te , 


sew, The "feather" made of paper cylinders, 3 inches wide 


into the air and let it fall on the si 
bounce « Then he kicked it up again, tr 


anfBnait inch ala tad thin paper, with three feathers piercing 
bir them. The bottom of the paper cylinders Was attached aoe 
a piece enake tae folded twice. Two copper coins, one on top 
and one on bottom were used to weight it down, The snake &kin rte 
to make it boune and the three feathers gave it grace when it {se ) 
kicked up in, the ALT, 
When he was seven years old he was sent to the village 
school, ThereX he was taught the simple or first reader during 
the first year, For the next seven years he was taught from the 
second es the ninth ensnene reader. Besides, he learned how to 
use the abacus, the Chinese-mencal mathematical instrument. 
was @mi=ts used for adding, substracting, dividing, and multiply+ 
ing. Abacus are made on various sizes or length{, The smaller sizes 
contain nine columns mi terse 415) coLumns. Each column of the ‘ 
“abacus is divided into two sections of two and five wooden beads, 
The two beads on the upper section represent 6 each and beads on 
the lower ‘section represent one each. The digits are sterted from 
| the unit 
_— the right with ,tenth ,up to the 14th: figure. The siideerules which 


are being used by the engineers, draftmen, and other technicians 


in Americat git) Europe ne originated from the abacus, ehecss is 
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is opecmae with Chinese merchants regardless of whether they 

i — ; 

are modern or old-fashioned business men, In 1900 Re was sent to 
i all and Wee, 


an English secondary school in Hong Kong enero he learned Chinese 


and English. English was the major subject . Before he entered 
this school he had spent three years Be private English les-~- 
sons which he was taught by progress methods, Mr.Jung spent 
three(years at that school, After  \ entered the Queen's 


College at Hong Kong where he studied four years. Here he took 


ee 


a@ course in economics and political economy. French and German 


were his choice in foreign languages, <— 


<——____—_ §pon his #ét#tt completion of the four years study at 


the Queen's Gollege, he took a civil service examination at 

ana the. } 
Shanghai and passed Me aa percentage. fhe entered the 
Chinese government service at Shanghai in the Custom Service. He 
remained in the government service first as clerk, but was trans- 
ferred to Hankow, Before he reported for duty in that city, he 
was given two months furlough with full pay. Then he went back 


to his ancestral village to see his mother. Before his return 


to his duty, he was married, So he took his wife with him to 


Hankow where he worked until 1908. Again, he was promoted to 
custom inspector for service in Shanghai. Then in 1910 he was 
appointed Deputy Commissioner of Q@ustom at Tie Civil War 
broke out, and he was discharged from se Ini913 the ee 
brea turmoils in China were subsided ,, he had himself reinstated 
into the custom service, As soon as hbe application for reine 
statement was accepted he was appointed as Commissioner of Gass 
tom at Shanghai. In the course of Service With the custom he 


A 


was Soest ee from Bert to port. The purpose of the transfers 


P= 


ee was oa: ve. tin foecome accustomed to the perican duties in those 

: di i ports, At the beginning of his sixth yoartbervice with | 
the custom, he was furnished with a resident§ar-ouse by the 
Chinese Governnent. In fact he was furnished with a house in every 
port he was transferred to. 


Fi | pris ‘His position was not a very €a 


sy and pleasant one. He 
: often ay foreigners ( Europeans and a ae threatened his life, 
mst because he carried out his duties by confiscating the luggegek 
. or things of those who either smuggled or refused to duty 
3 on then. They did not want to pay any duties -just. because the-due 
PELs unppence to be collected in China, In his twenty-four years of 
Custom service, he had many escapes from dangers such as wary, The 
' most dangerous one was the Papeeenvapeneee War in 1932, He was 
"taken by the Japanese military author ity 5 py. etait he was 
cleared by sufficient proof of his ete and because of his 
: American citizenship he was released promptly.He had to seek 
Baroty in the American gun fats from the dangers of sme war-torn 
‘Shanghal. After the war he was given two choices by the Chinese 
“Government, He either had tone his American Ot bizonenl Dy or his © 
government position, It was, ruleR of the service that no altens 
- UIBak to be employed in this service with the exception of experts | 
who were appointed by the treasury department or the ministry of 
| finance. Without any hestitation he gave up his position with 
the Custom Service and retained his American Citizenship. 
He Peenees: te America, the land of his birth in Septem- 
ber 1932, ole got a position $44 ne broker as traffic manager 


ibe Cent. Chinese Division. He got along nicely until the NRA came 


_ into existence. Then the white employees of the firm insisted that 
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ee his position as such, Then the stockholders of the firms 
opposed be Mr, Jung's being traffic manager. They claimed that a 
white man should be in charge cause it @ white man firm. Sub- 
sequently, he was ee. roker firm made a bad 
mistake. When ur.Jung lost his position £ also lost about $25,000 
worth of Chinese bus;ness annually. When “haley Mewes Chinese 
business gees. Finally they realized their mustare, fo paey offered - 
Mr. Jung twice the aslary heyroceived before and ypersuade§ him to 
accept the offer and return to their employ, but he refused.+ea 
screept—the—offes, Then Mr.Jung opened his own business and brought 
along with him his former employer's Chinese clients. His Chinese 
. business is more than that of his former employer's, He has been 
in business not more than two years and yet he,made enough money 


| 


x Mr.Jung is a father of four girls and five boys. His 


to buy two apartment houses in Chinatown, 


oldest boys is a Harvard graduate #8 and +e is a prominent at- 

torney practicing law in the high Municipal Court in Shanghai, 

His oldest daughter married a chief justice of the superior court 
in the Canton Province. His second daughter is chief statistician 
wis the Department of Agriculture in China, The A ae a 
chief chemical engineertitt SF a large chemical factory in China, 

thiva 1S law 

The tee) daughter, a samy teacher ina woman’ college in North China, 

The fourth daughter is an entomology instructor in the same college, 
“She is also an ophiclogist. Of the three other sons two are study- 


ing in Pikes ne, and one is studying in a Chinese goliegs. 


ao welts of ee unfair deal he received when he returned 


a) be eons he stall Likes America. He. doesn" t like the Trish laborers 
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those of the white collar class, because they are the only a 
who gave him trouble} and they are also the ones who discriminated 


against the Chinese, He loves American justice and ideals, He 


dj 


~ abhors American free love¥ om So-called companionate marriage, 


To be succes in anything he advises hard work,, conscien- 
| ce 
edt honest with yaar felloW workers Qaty punctual : 
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The Rev. Wu was born in the Province of Canton in the 
Toisun District, on October the 19th 1883. He was the son 
a Chinese merchant who enjoyed a small but steady business. 

“oe At the age of five years young Wu entered school where he 


dearned several of the Chinese dialects but very little of 


my” the English language. 

ae 

= ; Upon being graduated from Grammar School he immediately 
Be: ; entered High School and became a student of languages. He 
err had learned to speak and write five different tongues by 


the time he was graduated at the age of fourteen. In the 
same year he ieft his native China and went to Honolulu 
and entered Iolani College of the Episcopal Clureh and at 
= the end of four years was graduated with honors. The sane 
“J year he was ordained a Priest. For the following six years 
the Rev. Wu continued to study eae cae game time in the 


Episcopal Theological Seminary at Honolulu. 


| ‘ym 
Twenty seven years ago, a poor but determined imigrant, he 


sailed from Honolulu as a first class passenger on the S.S. 


Alameda. His fare oad been arranged for by the Bishop of 


Immediately 


following his graduation in 1912 the Rev. Wu was re-ordained 
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eb Se-Hetea by Bishop Nichols,under whom he studied for 4 yrse 
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of Comerce he has played a very important 


par 


business world and DP sprpacine them for the proper sort of 


education for which they were best fitted. - 
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Shortly after the Rev. Wu was ordained at Sen-Metee he 
‘moved to San Francisco and into the heart of Chinatown AAQeo 
he started a school with two pupiis, both of whom were more 
than fifty years of age but both 126 a keen desire to learn 
the Bnglish danguage. In 1913 Dhe Rev. Wu also started a 
eter i in Oakland Califronia with but a half dozen pupils. 
pay? Today, looking young and robust despite his many years of 
strenuous work and long pede, is much pleased with the 
size of his classes both here and Oakland, each numbering 
about one hundred and seventy five denn eabeing in age 
. . Dacre Radios io 
from five to fifty years of age. a sae Wl of half a 
dozen Men-catrses—one +e—wonderghow The Rev. Wu ever finds 
time to sleep and eat, and yet he says that he is happiest 


when he is on the go and doing something for someone else, 


Aside from his Church work Rev. Wu teaches both day and 
night classes in both English and Chinese here and in Oak- 


land. Some of his former students assist him in teaching 


in the Oakland school voluntarily and are doing a very good 


job of ik. 


oe of my interviews with the Rev. Wu I asked him 


fect that ne was far Happier here in his 
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present capacity en he ever ‘coulda be in China even if he were 


ae! the wealthiest Mandarin in the entire country. 
r “ 


For many years The Rev. Wu has acted as an interpreter for 
as dene aC bia oan fc and in the 
courts. Xhis in addition to his many other duties. For many 
Poare he has watched San Francisco grow—Grow better in health, 
in spirit and in beauty as well as te commercial life. The Rev. 
Wu states that the spiritual life of the Chinese in this city 
is at least two hundred percent better than it was er he came 
here. The @hinese people are taking more interest not “Onley in 
the affairs of bie Ghinods settlement but in all things which 
pertain to the betterment of San Francisco and the State of Jal.poeeal 
This year his people are playing an important part in politics, 
and I found han very much abreast of the times when I began to 
discuss the political question both local and national with a 
group of his friends. One thing that I. noticed particularly was 
that every one of the Chinese I talked to has a thorough and 
é | intimate knowledge of the history of the United Statesy Aba 
wars, depressions and it's good times ang they know a good many 


of the reasons and causes of each, 


a The Rev. Wu states that he is thoroughly convinced that there 


will comesi=iy be war between Japan and China. In the opinion 


y 
of the eee cannot peacefully hold her territory in the 


; tow of gateuesia. tes the richest part of Qi Asia | 


mines, and Japan is bound and determined to make war 
On China in an effort to annex this territory. The Rev.. Wu is 


opinion thet, Japan could win a war with China boeause 


2 tnless Russie came to China's aid. He 
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ee Japan and Russia will make war on 

be Ba aerate this winter, he says but Japan will have 
herself sufficiently fortified before spring when she will wage 
an aggressive war on Russia. In his opinion Russia will win in 


short order because that country is now well organized. 


Relative to the salvation of China and it's coming out of 
of the present state of chaos the Rev. Wu feels that there is 
but one answer, and<—thet—ts one tongue or language for the 
whole country and one religion instead of three as at present. 
si The first will come in the hear future in his opinion but the 
; i latter will be a long time in coming if ever. He believes that 
a universal language will play the most important part in bring-= 
ing about eo aly ail Cates ies me ey Those who believe in Toaism 
will pecome @nristians much quicker than those who believe in 


r¢ Bese Ae oneisny 


The Rev. Wu told me that every Chinese in this country <6es 
contributGSto the education and care of Pew) fellow countrymen 


in proportion to his ability to do so. Their schools, Y NM C ag 


% and Y WC A*s are conducted on the same order as our own and 


so are their free night schools. 


- Many Americans are of the belief that Tongs and Tong tars 
are very Ae ine in eas, The Rev. Wu tells me that this ig 
far erased ing truey @s a matter phrases Tongs are unknown in 
China. During the year of 1907 when the Rev. arrived in this 
so SEY there wis a tong war going on. The papers carried news 

fa Honolulu end one of his former classmates wrote to 
oe all a ut thi : gatines ois eee Tong War. 


ie oy % 


< 


’ wos 
he’ 


~ 
i 


wi ets ies “ie % * 


‘> oe 
erty 7 
os? ae 
a) a , 


An ameriea, 


MEE Ty TO ET RS am 


Before answering the inquiry The Rev. Wu made many calls in 


his locality and asked many questions. He found most of the 


BRO he made inquiry 44 were reticent and professed to 
know absolutely nothing about such things, so in answering his 
in Honolulu he explained his inability to obtain but 


“Toray 
little +h Salama but Gaserclie Ue Cac yalkg.a battle between two 


TOWNS. 


According to Rev. Wu practically all of the inhabitants of 


< 


ARE 
San Fpancisco}s Chinatown4Cantonese and nearly adi of them are 


the sons and daughters of Canton merchants of a1 (kinds, Aone 


of were, from wealthy families. It is the amount of money 


- they are worth and not their breeding by which their caste is 


retee. The same holds ¢ee@ for the American born Chinese ie 
as i# does for those born in China. There are no Coolies in 
San Francisco unless it might be porate deserted a ship 
in some other port and slipped into the country unnoticed. In 
nearly every case FAG 4 be the Coolie does not keep 


out of the clutches of the law very song and is soon deported. 


The family name of the Rev. Daniel G. C. Wu was Ng. but at 


the time of his baptism he took the neme of St. Paul which is 


.Wu in the Chinese language. The Rev. says that he hag learned 


enough of the English language to know that Ng means - no good. 
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4+ CHINESE REPORT Y. Chung 


Mr. Y. 


Mr. Y was born ina village in Sun Wui District in the province of 
ae Kwong Tung in 1905. A member of a wealthy family, he enjoyed ay things 
out of reach of the poorer classes. Having travelled quite a bit both 
in China and in the United States, and having worked of his own accord in f 
California to further his education here, his life is of especial interest 
because of his contact with conditions in the large centers of China. 
Through speculation in foreign exchange, his father lost his wealth, 
« and for several Yearsse they had a taste of canditions X little better than (ie: 
poverty qe the—dail;extstenes. of those in less fortunate circumstances. ~ 
However, fortune again smiled on them when the government sent Y's father 
over to the United States to coordinate the Nationalist Party in San 
Francisco. That, however, ‘did not last long, and in 1919, the father 
entered ante the importing business to make a living. The family in China 
in the meantime was kept on its Beet by the Gpandiiather. he aole rT 
In 1921, imstead—of bringing—in baskets, the business eo a | eae 
feta Dine general art line. This afforded the older oe who had come over 
in 1916, an occupation, and_five years later Y came to America, arriving 
here in 1926. 
Showing a rather independent spirit, Y, after finishing high school 
here in San Francisco, went to another city to work his way through Junior 
\ College, later returned to finish his college aes in this city. 
After receiving his degree, he went East and attended two a Universities , 
even though he knew that if he undertook te-attain higher educationghe would 
have to Cie Ta eam aa ee ee ee, For two years, 
he bore wit his troubles “rd struggled for #8 existence and then received 
his Master's degree. 
On being asked «6 weg BENE conditions here and in China, he said, 


"Bven though our house in the village was the largest, and it had a 
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2 Chinese Report _ Y. Chung. 
tile floor instead of, the ground, I cannot say that our lot was much better 
than that of other people. Wealth in China means a larger house and a little 
better food, but other facilities were lacking to us as well as to other people. 
Our villagers, as usual, cultivated rice, and each family had besides that com- 
modity, Vegetables and pork, since every family raised pigsg but Qutside of 
those items, few eae were available. > 

"While very young, I attended the various grades of Chinese school in 


Gen 


my own native village up to the Explanatory or Clarification stage, wren I 
waitended—e boarding school in both Kongmoon and Canton. The Explanatory stage, 
lm - 
as you know, is the prpriod~when the books memorized by the student are explained 
, 
to him; go-at® the classics are not understood by the pupil until they reach@e) 
/ fosrel DI<n2c0— 

this stage. I finished that stage in Canton, and kavinp-ted a little gf Eng- 
lish, I) came over to America. Of course, like all youngsters looking for 
thrillg and wonders, I was happy to come, and during the whole of the journeyx 
I was full of exspectancyt 

"What cities did you visit besides Canton?" 

"Shanghai, Pekin and Hong Kong. Living conditions there were no better 
than those in the tillage hae EG Are extremely wealthy? 

"Extremely wealthy! What about the middle classes?® 

"The extremely wealthy had everything - all the facilities that even the 
poor here in America enjoy, and the so-called middle classes were so miserable that 
they were just as bad &s the poorest, -wegin China, there are only the extremely 
rich and the indigent Al facilities of any kind are hred-by.the common 

Ove 

people dtte they are here. 


er? 5 ef oe father and I stayed in both Canton and Shanghai, Ga 


paid ten dollars a day for a room in a good hotel, which would be equivalent to 


v\ owe 
a second class hotel here. The room was poorly furnished compared to wket—tkey 
Lucie au Gund 


are herey f(t t-hed a water closed that was indescribablew fre stench and filth 4 
—wes-eweul, I do not see how humans can live in such surroundings, but the poor 


in China put up with even worse conditions. Why, for seventy-five cents a night 
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Ceaaeee Report B Y. Chung. 
in a hotel here, I can get a room that has all the comfort trait the e remely 
rich exdex in China. Tuas say that tre hotel conditions in Shanghai and 
in Hong Kong are a little bit better than in Canton. While in Canton, one 
can get a truer picture of China than in Shanghai and Hong Kong, for conditdions 
reflect the environment of the people. Shanghai and Hong Kong have a greater 
number of foreigners, and of course, their living standards are high. In 
order to live in the cities with the same comforts to which one has become 

| che &° 
accustomed here in America, one aa gE Conditions are such in 
lower class hotels that I would venture to say that @ toilet in the poorest 


house over herey is better, but I dould not say,for certain, since I have never 


£ 
A 
lived in such a house here. 


Qu 


"After a person has become accustomed to things oven, he can never be happy 
in China. When one returns to his native land, ~tn—spite-ef all that he hears 
: aw er 
of improvements, those—are usuaiiy exaggerat Oy and Be-should not expect too 
much lest he be disappointed. Personally, it would make no difference to me 


for I would certainly l&ave in Shanghai if I ever returned to China, and there 


I can live quite comfortably." 
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_Y. Chung 
ir. N was born in a village in the Southwestern part’ of Kwong Tung 
Province in 1904. His father, a native son of California, made a trip to China, 
and according to the usual custom, was duly married in 1903. The rest of the 
story is told in N's own a eg 

"The climate in the village where I live is extremely hot during the 
summer time. As late as(7)o' clock in the evening, the water of the river, 
which ran not more than (150) yards from my homey was actually warm. We en- 
Jjoyed a nice clean bath in the evenings when it was so warm. Mosquitoes 


were thick, and whenever we sat outside during the sultry evenings, we were 


pestered to death. The winters were not cold, a» I remember, and as to the 


i Fe ' : o : bhet, 


rest of the year, I recall nothing. Rainstorms, however, impressed themselves on 


my memory. The rainfall was so heavy in our district at times that we were 
forced to take refuge in the nearby mountains, as we were flooded out of 
house and home. During the rainy season, the earth became so sticky that 
T rémembem—whesn once I had to leave my wooden shoes behind me as I trudged 
home the rest of the way in my bare feet. 


"As youngsters, we went stark naked Dread ge eapelgens years 


of agey f course, in the school roomy, we wore clothing. Our pastimes 


nO 


consisted of games similar to those indulged in by children everywhere. Ty 


was an expression of the energy in us. We were, however, especially delighted 
on New Year's, for the married people gave children money tokens for good 
luck. We were fascinated SF witnessing either a funeral or a marriage. 
All that I can remember of the funeral is a long line of mourners walking up to 
the mountain were icel ihe usual offerings of food were—made to the spirit 
of the departed. 

"Of the marriage, the details are more vivid. The groom had just returned 


from the United States. He was gaudily dressed and awaited the arrival of the 


sedan chair bearing the bride. The crowd surged forward as the bride made her 
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Lie Chinese report erg Y. Chung/ 
with her face, according to custom, covered with fans. She passed through the 
i al, 

throng and entered the house of the groom where feasting and joy began,#o last 
for a period of about a week. 

"Our village was devoted to the cultivation of rice. Each man owned his 
plot of ground in which he planted his own rice. Planting usually took place 
in March. Young rice, in stalks about four to six inches high, weslanted 
in small bunches. Each bunch 7) stuck into the mud ceue four to ois inches under 
water. It was always a source of delight to me to see such straight rows of 


planted rice. Each row was so straight that it would seem as though they were 


oa 


tro 
ruled off. As many aafsient peopie CaYawaclfys plot of ground. 


"The rice, as it erew high, AME aire) sight, The country seemed to be a 
sea of green, and as the wind Drews the stalks back and forth, it [Pin atacias 
tive sight. Harvesting Gtuad, ,if I remember correctly, in August, @neh every 
adult man and MO ces in the fields. After the crop cut, the grains 4yE~2_ 


put in a sort of a grinder to loosen the husks. The rice then, on a windy evening, 


wre Wawa : 
sifted by the breeze. A fist full-ts gradually let fall and the wind carrie 


the waste aw#¥- The rice grainsy—veing ET fall into a heap. Then they 


Ustel stored for future use. They also raisdf peanuts and yams in the village. 


"Living conditions were poor. In regards to sanitation, there simply 
wasn't any. *t? Fhe village ohn public places. Baths, as I said, were 


taken during the summer time in the river, while during the cold TEE 


neglected or taken at home. Firewood consisted of rice straw, Atiere is little 
wood in China. Water was rain water from—thereiny-seesor-eaught during the rainy 
season in the open court of the house or drawn from the well. Gometimes, one 
would see a youngster carrying on his shoulder two buckets, one on each end of a 
long pole. These were filled with water from the community well. Meals were 
cooked over a crude stove,.just a cave with a round hole at te top for the 


pot to fit in, 


The housewife would have 


. 


to bash se rice straw tet Phe opening Bif"coon tne meal. She would suffer in 
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Chinese report Y. Chung 


: Gaiden, Se eek 
" -patienceas the smoke, which hag no outlet but the opening where fuel‘ ed, we very 


‘ 


bitter on the eyes. 


wae 


"The food consisted of rice, vegetables and fis 1 ,meat being very scarce and 
expensive. The fish supply seame o-be inexhaustible. Fruits of various kinds 
are found in China and very delicious. 

Cay : 
"Housing conditions are poor also. Homes in our village were made of brick ged. 
; LXer, extremely bare, the ee ground on tke floor. Wooden planks on saw horses 
era : ; 
or something similar, were beds ,On-whieh-—people _siept. There were no windows to ¢ 
Uae Leys 
give either ventilation or light, A@lumination +s—had by means of candles or 
oil lamps. Life in China is very hard. 
Bn one . 

"I attended school arate until 11 when, to my joy, my father sent for me 
to come to America, I arrived in 1915, during the Fair. On the grounds of the 
exhibit, I had my first taste of ice cream - it was a delight! The hustle and 
bustle here was strange to a youngster = the electric and gas appliances as 
well as other conveniences were a continual source of amazement. 

"Upon arrival, I attended the primary and secondary schools. While here, life 
was not too easy, for I had to work too, but no matter how bad things get, I would 
not live China. Conditions here have spoiled Ng want to stay, treme. I would 
like trips to visit China, but not to stay. My father wants to go back to stay and 
he may do soe He has made a number of journeys, but always without me. At 30, I 
am still young and vigorous and am just waiting for business to pick up so I can 
move from the filth of Chinatown. It is too dirty and does not come up to my 


standards. No matter how poor conditions may be}#f here, still they would be pre- 


ferable to what they are in China! 
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His 


¥ ‘father came to America in the early days of California history, though the son 

is unable to say just when his parent arrive. The father fared rather well 
and was able after six years to open a store dealing in Chinese candies, fruits 
and chinaware as well as other Chinese commodities. Incidentally, the store 

since its establishment over fifty years ae is still in the same location. 


J spent his childhood and early manhood in China attending school. He 


spent the riret(18 years of his life in the classroom and during the vacation 


time, labored in the fields. The townspeople of the village engaged in farm- 
Th ing, raising chiefly rice and yams. The land in the village was rather barren, 
i : as is the land in Sun Ning district generally, and the surrounding country 


quite mountainous. The weather was extremely hot in the summer time, but not 
i "a “severly cold in winter. . Hi 
He found life in China comfortable because his father sent money home from 
Saran: America ror, fensly support, and consequently his condition was so#ewhat better 
than that of his neighbors. On his arrival in this country, howpoyer his ideas 
changed somewhat in regard to the meaning of comfort. 
¥ 

In 1907, the father made a special trip back to China to be present at dao 

son's coming marriage. The son took his whine when only eighteen years old, and 


a year later a male child was born. With # progeny to carry on the family tra- 


ditions so dear to the heart of the Chinese, J, Sailed in 1909 at the age of 2 


for the United States. On arriving here, he learned his father's business 


and shila his evenings to ; studying English. While he applied himself dili- 


gently, she Pky i Far ws him due to pressure of other matters, and so 


/ ¥ 


Ps thrust contact with American friends. After all these years, he has never been 
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trips to China, the last made last year. He goes back eapirlaits and stays there 
a few months at a time, looking over conditions and noting whatever improvements 
‘ret may have occurred. On each occasion, he noticed slow but certain pregress 
in his native land, He saw ##et roads were built, paths, which in China are 
Were sts. iwiaanetted in the large cities, the installation of various facilities, 
such as telephones, electricity, and in some cities, gas. The last mentioned 
convenience, however, is not available in Canton. Shanghai and Hong Kong are 
the most advanced cities. J, said that if he had a lot of money, he would rather 
return to China Lag make his residence in Shanghai, since that city is so ee ee 
advances, orts the others that one¢ can enjoy there the cou conveniences as #et 
here in the United States. 
Qeeorecart Bin KoaL 

Shanghai is his choice for that reason, and anether—is that things are 
cheaper. For five thousand dollars, he could build a gorgeous and luxurious 
home in the village, but the same house would only cost him one thousand in 
Shanghai. Everything is cheaper along the coast and in the cities than in 
the interior because of the extra expense of transportation. 

As to living conditions, he emphag&zed the fact that they were different 
according to the locality. In some districts, the people were a bit better 
off than in others. In some places like Chung San, people did not know what 
silk was, for they were so poor that they were fortunate to have a stitch of 
en Ecorest Cloth obtainable on their backs; while in the southern part of the 
province, people had their choice of a variety of garments, silk, linen, and 
so forth. In some parts of the province, labor is #e cheap, and in other 
partsy it is high. The living standard of the people naturally depended on 

Lay fron — 

their earning power. Pepe, places where business and conditions were poorer . 
tkhe-—people went to dither sections to work. In some districts, the people are 


vetter (ore even though they make only ten cents a day because their living 


i expenses amount to only five cents a day. There are better opportunities to 
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earn one's living in some of the fairly large cities. The labor consists of 
pulling rickshaws, and other types of heavier work, but the people are resigned 
to their lot and never complain so long as they can work and save a little to 
lighten their last days. J said that in some districts some make a better 


living than even in America, comparatively speaking. The merchants in some of 


those cities make out quite well. 
* Labor is so cheap in China that Americans living in China take advantage of it. 
8 For even as little as three dollars a month in Chinese noney { the highest paid 
commandaw#e seven dollars) one can hire a girl to cook, wash, sew, and even to 
take care of the children. For that reason, J would prefer to live in China, 
for he an be waited on hand and foot for so little. 
Just an instance of how cheaply one can live in China. a man in the poorer 
ChupwKie+ 
districts cam live royally &K for the Fest of his life on three thousand dollars, 
for that is considered a fortune. Naturally in other sections where standards 
are better, what is thought to be a fortune twenme would be a larger sum, but it 
is safe to say that any fe with five thousand fhe can live luxuriously in any 
village, exsceptinge—+heciticsr People here have said Nags Wee eorto tho ue 
sand dollars in American gold, they weedd return to their native village >and 
spend the remainder of their days in comparative ease and comfort. 
Today, J is still in business, although he leaves the management in the 
hands of his son who came over as a child and was reared here. At present, his 
son is in China and is due back within two months. The trip, of course, was 
made so he could get married. At present, J has no plans except to stay here 


until he is old and will return to his nativ ifana to die. 
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I was born on the 13th of December, in the year 1911 
in the town of Bakersfield situated in the pedinern part of 
the San Joaquin Valley of the state of California. Previous 
to my birth,one girl and one boy had been born, but my brother 
died a year before my coming 80 At the day of my birth there 
Wek, great rejoicing in the house of my parents. This was not 
due to the fact that a child was born, but rather that it was 


a boy. ,Nothing pleases a Chinese father more than to have a 


n who-woutd perpetuate had bees ane ona eine the death 
of my brother oe Segarra! i Hinegr te fear their family 
‘Hamme would not be meee Lines OS be ‘After the birth of aleister, 
abber—me my father y who was a restaurant owner, decided to 
take us all with our mother back to China forva:short:visit:to 
see his mother. Leaving his business in the care of a cousin | 
we sailed for China in the year’191353. We stayed in China for 
nearly two years and when we came back my father again took 
up his business. Later there /6)euilaren in our family, trees 
one older sister no ee pe keen Bakersfield we 
all attended school regularly and had a happy life together, 
having much the kind of experiences and play-life as all 
childre\ usually have. In the year ue ey father, through 
some bad plead wade his business aie we moved aware 
from Bakersfield to San Francisco, My father hevtng-been- —— 
offered a job as chef in a small hotel. In San Francisco, as 
in Bakersfield we all attended school, but I with the two 
eldest girls in the family also had to go to Chinese school: 
in the evenings. It was our parents wish that we ver a 
good educationsto fit ourselves for good careers. Seme three 
years later we again A ll ag time to the town of Visalia ) 
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ny father beine employed as chef in the largest hotel in the 


towne It was in this town that I Beate 


secured a job as a helper in a restaurant after school hours 
and chool holidays. The pay from this job was not much,but 
it ea what clothes andeschool expenses I Bhilyy VR 
year 1925 after living in Visalia ror(4)years, my father again 
was offered a better job with Age tasty fa money in the 
town of Merced, He d@cided to accept the posi tionyaind not 
wishing to move his family here and there,suggested that we 
make a permanent home in San Francisco. It was then arranged 
that we were to move there, [ can say it was quite a dis- 
appointment as I was then in ay (en year of High school-- 
pey ARE participated in the various sports and functiors I 
hated tor leavenithe friendly school and start all over in 
astrange school. 6 This I confided ty myoparents and to 
my employer. My employer came to my aid by suggesting a 
plan which I could continue ~en- going to sghool in that 
town. The plan was that in return for working for him he 
was to give me room and board. At first my parents objected 


to the 1dce, Wi I was too young to be away from the family. 


ami finally persuaded them to give me their permission, For 


} 


the first few months after my folks left things went along 

quite well. I Daa speed myself through school with 

just a little help from my parents, and I was quite proud 

oL At. Alas, this aid not last long. Untotunetety, hj employer 
business soon began to fai les-and one day near the end of 

my school semester he informed me he was going to sell out 

and move to another Boer cite tiy, 1 moved wt to San 
Francisco. At this stage of my life my father became ill 


Os 
of cancer and amd inevitably) in the case of a person with 


oni val can died a few months later. My father. during his Law 
(2) 
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had used up what money he had’\po at his death sthe gee of 
supporting the family was put on the shoulders of ms older 
children. The older girls secured good positions, wat my 
mother seeing that I was the only boy in the family BrouLd 
at least have anhigh school education. I fp ahaa aha she 
made me see the advantage of an education. So it was then 
arranged that 1Mgo /t0) the town of Courtland, ca cushen along 
the Sacramento River about (20, miles from/Sacramento, and 
live in the home of an uncle Behaue—there and go to school 
in that | ane the next two years I went to school 
Peet yore some of the most pleasant moments of my life were 
spent in that sshool. By participating in the various sports 
and school functions I became quite popular with the students 
and faculty. During the two years of school I managed to 
pay most of my expenses by working @n the farms during the 
school summer Widuetoie™ After era lart sake from high school 
I secured a job as*clerk in a store in San Francisco. For 
(2)years I worked for this finn! but Business tower notsbeing 
very good #1 was released in the summer of last year. From 
the time I was released from that job I have been unable to 
find a steady position, though I have been working on various 


odd jobs on and off. 
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X was born in Hankow, china about ut 49 years-ago, the son of 


fo} nnent official, Though he was _given_a——— 
‘thorough + education in both the Chinese and English language, ~~ 


ae a 2 ile 


-— ack 
he was: most suitable ‘for the profession of politics, he. con- 


__stantly_yearned to study the practical side of science. He = 


left home much to ‘his parents’ objections to study in America-————— 


3 1918. Because ‘his parent offered no finaneial assistance 


in. Sy opaiaae fortunate in obtaining a school boy! s jop in: 


~ Berkeley: 


__years, and after earning about three hundred dollars plus eae 


“Here he labored most industriously for several — a 


Sel) put appreciative ‘Sonus! for,years of able work, me: ‘left. pf 42 
for-Michigan.—He-enteredMichigan University and graduated —____ 


~ with honors, after studying the Cees fields of science 


— $22 Fre —_______ 
_ pertaining to aviation. Later he entered an @i% school in 


Missouri, andwith what little money he—-had_and what he _ 


armed from a restaurant job, he managed to pay for the —————————— 


tuition fees, co late ige7 having earned his transport and 


commercial license, he left for China to enlist into the gergine a 


: of the Nanking government. “Having perceived the blessings-——- —-——— 


= oo forgly Yaness 0 


his parents ype started with determined — 


am cme) ae eo his new eppertunity. _ ee an many neo ee of per=_ 


wale 


) 
eee. -rewarded—by—_being_given—an—-observers—job,.-____._ ______ 


_ The years rs of of learning ; in America did not. RS ES him a : 
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‘ Born in Canton, chinalin the year 4880, Mr. X was the third 
son of a wealthy recived province governor. In his early 
childhood Mr. X was educated by the best of private tutors, 
and he with his brothers had the best of care. In 1902 when 
Mr . X father passed away, the bulk of the fortune went to the 
two older brothers. The following year during one of his 
frequent quarrels with one of the brothers after—the—death—of 
Benet rattier— wr. X decided to go abroad, and make his own 
fortune. In 1904 Mr. X was employed at Honolylu in a trading 
business as accountant. The position did not pay much ) so after 
three years working there he came to the United States. The 
fist job he had after his arrival was that of a night clerk 
in a ada owned hotel. Whrtte—working In his second year IX ar A ee 
he married a San Francisco girl, and the followhng year a 
baby girl came into the family. During the years Mr. X was 
working he bought a small-interest in the hotel, Coutty| by 1914 
he owned about one-half of the stock . The hotel being the 
dargest and Hea Chinese owned hotel at that time was very 
popular. At the time of the world fair in San Francisco 
the hotel's 50 rooms “was filled with guests for a Asai and ae 
half running, and most of the pineay at that vine bie —e0 cea 
~er—-eome from China would put up at his hotel. In 1920 Mr. X 
made a trip to China with his wifey and his children whteh U4, 
now numbered four. In 1922 when they returned from China 
Mr. X bought seme. more of the hotel stock till he owned 
three-fourth of all the stocks. He resumed the business 
ao 7 © us 
he had left in charge of someone up Lo time. The 


present depression beginning in: 1929 affected him for every 
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year since then he had lost money on the hotel. His oldest 
daughter te nae ene in a bank since her graduation from 
high Baneot three years ago. Mr. X in order to save expense 
is working as 4a a position he had) employed persons 
eens over he went—back-to China in 1920. 
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Mr. D. Yee, @himese was born in 1904 in a little hamlet 


outside the city of Canton. He came over to America in 

19:15, and lived in San Francisco with his father who 

wnsd a candy and fruit stand in Chinatown. Mr. Yee 

attended the grammar school in San Francisco, and upon 

his graduation entered high school. But after attending 

high school for a sees) ts quity ana helped his father run 

the stand. Business was good, and seon Mr. Yee's father 

opened a store besidebbeayiee the sterc. In three years 

the business Reh Wael Se up BOR that Mr. -Yee's father in 

1925 owned four stands in differents corners of Chinatom. 

The store eel waspenlarged AoA BAY as a supply 

Heels or) 2? 

house for the stands bestde- regular business == 

In 1926 Mr. Yee's father went back to China, and left 

the business in charge of his pepe oho an uncle. Kis 

father never returned to America fitrde died the followingyear. 

In 1926 Mr.Yee married a native born girl, and they made 

their Ree nl of the store. Beginning in the year 1930 
(pbicd thoy fren £ 

Mr. Wee's business Rese decreased ote tas - has joel 

all of his cried aca the exception of one to different 

companies. At present he wants to se&él his remaining stand 

Arch is not making money, and he cannot afford the expense of 


paying a man to take care of it. Mr. ik sae ra think 


Phtees x / Lore. 


a o£. business Yr lie beie 
~ “Qe A 
dyed tame he helped his father, the competition is much 
keener nowadays ,—and—as. there is not much of a profit. 
He does not want to sell his storey fad he has no other 
trade, aed Mr. Yee realize since it provides a living 


for his family aa be now has two children) and jem ployment 
ao hard to obtain it is best to keep his store. 
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Mr. Hing was born in Honolulu in 1904. His father 


was a merchant there, and Mr. Hing at the age of twelve 
ara ant, to America to further his education in Chinese 
and G@nglish. In San Francisco, he lived with his aunt 
and went to the public schools here. After graduating ‘ 
from high school Mr. Hing went back to Honolulu, but came 
< back to America two years later, In 1923 Mr. Hing was 
employed in a drug store as a clerk. He worked at the 
drug store for a year and a half and then worked for a 
electrician as a helper. In 1925 Mr. Hing started to 
' work for a relative who was a florist. He worked for 
a while at the store, and then later was sent down to 
'$an Mateo to the farm of the relative where most of 
hisflowers were #éad raised. Working at San Mateo, 
Mr. Hing made daily trips out to San Francisco, @ér 
At this time he married a girl from Honolulu. In 
1929 Mr. Hing was made a partner by his relative. 
The store has a good business, eet ships thousands of 
flowers weekly to Eastern cities, and is one of the 
necaes ee florists in Chinatown. Mr. Hing now has tures 


children and lives very comfortably. 
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eeak in a ‘family of nudes His father was in Ame ica, 


having ape China when Mr. Woo was two years old. When Mr. 
) ‘Yoo was seven years old his father went back to China and 
‘the following year moved his family to America. After their 
arrival in America the family made their home in the store 
: 7 tet, their father had established. Mr. Woo,after attending 
ESS public schools in Oakland for nine years, then worked 
ee in his father's store. Business Slew’, ng ee 
ary to use him, so Mr Woo looked for a job. In .1912 Mr. Woo 
worked in a restaurant as a helper! tn the kitchen. Working 
Wha, Qk 
there for three NS waar learned to cook. “EeSfrren in 
his next jobs became a cook in a restaurant in the town of 
| Stockton. This job did not last long for after a year the 
me raatant failed. Mr. Woo then came to San Francisco. In 
certain seasons the canneries in Alaska would established~ 
| am offices in San Frantisco to hire nen smiomare to work 
in their fish canneries in Alaska. The transportation of 
the men onc eT by the canneries, In 1916 Mr. Woo 
sailed hk thas, such a crew to Alaska where he was Saplered as 
. a cook in a. camp. After a few seasonsin Alaska Mrr-Wee- Ka 
ee back to San Francisco. Having saved some money from 
_ the cannery job Mr. Woo with a friend opened a produce 
“business in Oakland. Business was good, but his partner 
i nbled away the company's money, so they broke partnership. 
“Mr. Woo then bought a horse and wagony and peddled vegetables 
_ from house to house. Business becane, very goodtnat after 
ew year$it enabled him to start a large produce house, -,. 
on a wholesale basis. Business was exceptionally 


2 mas one- of the first in that line -«# 


I do yt ik A 
s 


MOP: 


fe 


‘hi ton. ‘§ coy 


{ Ahi } 


Rar 


x F, Gunn 
the establishtme of other produce houses. » by competitors. 
At tte ag eae his business is so large he has eight men 
working for him. The depression did not affect him as much 
as his competitors for his customers are all steady, and 


the products he sells are known as the best. 
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. was born in the City of Canton. 
ra gold-smith in that cipy fe enough 
de - for his family comfortably. His father a 


deeply religious man,wanted Mr. X to become a priest, and 


J 
Mr. X was brought up, educated, and spent nearly half his 


‘lite in a “monastery. The life of a monk became monotonous 


OSRES Mr. x, and he left it to come over to the United States 
in the year 1003. After his arrival in-the United. States he 


wandered for five years from one state to another working as 


a ‘janitor, eook, farm laborer, gold-smith and finally be¢ctyn¢_ 


- Coming a Chinese newspaper editor in New York. He worked 
in the newspaper company for seven years, and during that 
i -— “tine*married. Theta awl ceasesl care Gitne ue theinitirat 
= — child Mr. X moved his family to San Francisco where he saw 
| good powers newspaper business Succeeding.here. 
ae He « opened a ataie newspaper business here with two partners 
| in 1915, and has built 1b up till it is one of the most 
aa -popular-¢hinese papers inthe United States. - Last year his 


ami newspaper > circulation exceeded any Chinese newspaper company 


ae by nearly ohe-halt. His paper has direct wire from China 


| + orn the. business over to him and retire@= pee to China. 
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Mr. X mad Lonadityte.Chinese, 
Pe eis ae Oe wie ) 
“of Canton tm 1905 Ain. 6, little village about a night$ride 


7 i {. 


by the river steamer to the City of Canton. He was the 


ae was junta Bead State 


m 7 
iE pape son in the family of three boys and four girls» 


=_hoeam, futher after the birth of the youngest ~o#e came to 
America where he opened a trttbe store in a little country 


y" 


. © aVeveue 
town. Mr. X began school at the early age of six-in_the , 


_village, and continued to go till he was sixteen years old. 
He was a brilliant scholar, and when the city of Canton 
‘gave a contest for the most brilliant student in the state 
he represented his school. At the contest Mr. X was «ame 
judged the second best student, with the result he was 
Offered a job in the biggest department store in the city 
of Shanghaiyin the accounting dept. He accepted the po- 
sition, but after two gpars he quity and went back to his 
village to teach school. He taught school for two years 
Sand during that time married one of the girl in the village. 
in 1925 Mr. Xx dott his wifey and came to America to workg, 
Soop gree his arrival in America he received ee 

’ wife pirth to a baby bgy. Since his eather ea 

ss aie Were sufficient Wekpmemersa. to run the little busi- 

ness Mr. X decided to go to work for someone else. He 

. got a job as a helper to a lady who was Sree Lies town 
high schoo: cafeteria. He worked at the cafeteria ete: 

; ol wae in session, but during the summer vacation he 


e worked at the dafeteria for 


d » He then worked PN, a farm in Sacramento 
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“Mr. X was ue pas child in a dup of nine sr cht 


coming two older brothers had preceeded him to PRE LORY and had / 
established in the town of San Jose store. The store was a 
combination of an herb and grocery store, and it also sold 
‘lottery tickets. On his arrival in this country Mr. X went 

to work at the store in San Josey ami Two years later the 

eldest brother went back to China, and five years later the 
‘remaining bother went back, and the store was left to Mr. X. 
The store made good money, and in 1902 Mr. X married a girl 

from San Francisco. In 1907 just Mr. X had plored thousands 
of dollars of imported goods from dpthe is he was destroyed 


when a big fire Soedvapiance part of the town eut), Mr. X 


sufrered a severe loss in*that rire, faene was only able to 
iy H owt, 
ave his account books, tuk he recovered two thousand dollars 


n gold Pipce sa he had hidden away ss though 4 melted he 


e. ae to redeemed 4a at the mint. Mr. X then moved his 


eeyrhice now consisted of two children into Stockton where 
he opened another store. The atone in Stockton was much like 


the one in San Jose, > Res in the same line. Mr. x made *, 


Miviaends. ae *e, ange from business in 1930 when he turned 


ee 
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Mr. X came to America in 1898. He was born in China in the 


F. Gunn 


City of Hong Kong in 1878. His father was a successful mer- 
chant in that city and Mr. x) four brothers,’ and two sisters 
had a very good education. When Mr. X was about nineteen #& 
years old his uncle bought him over to America to go infa 


business with him. On their arrival in San Francisco his 


uncle opened an exporting and importing -seed business. 


Ait 2 \ ; 
Mr. X worked for him as-it was his uncle(and fathergplan + fi) ¢ 
we 


that Mr. X workeéfor awhile to learn the business, and) then 
“to-havre-ham taksNGver the—business. After working for 
four et Mr. X took over the store, but in 1906 he lost the 
business when it was destroyed by the fire. He then moved 
over to Oakland, but the following year came back to San 
Francisco, and picked a site “A eomnagen gh OI opened 
a bazaar business. After picking the site, and while the 
building was being crecteqy int back to China where he 
bought merchandise for his store, and also while in China 
Mr. X married. In 1909 he-came back to America with his 
wife. He opened his new business immediately, and his 
store in the following years became the best known bazaar 
store in San Francisco. In 1921 business started to 
dropped, and in the following years his store lost money. 
In 1926 he sold out his-sheme,. and in 16a8 IE chee aaa. 
as a clerk in another bazaar store. Mr. X now has two 
children, one of them is eighteen years old attending a 
local high school, and the other one is sixteen saare 
also attending a local high school. ) 

Mr. X did not mentioned this, but it is a known fact 
that during the years his store was failing he sold nar- 


ecotics, and used his store for a blind. The police in 


a year in San re he was parole in 1928. 
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GHINESE 
RACIAL SUPERSTITIONS OF THi MOTHER-TO-B&. 


The expectant mother is advised not to see eny parade in 
which grotesque idols are displayed, for fear the sight of 
them may in some way mark the unborn child. | 

Warnings are given to the pregnant woman not to raise 
her arms too hich over her head, nor to hammer nails into the 
walls, nor to walk too far, in order that she may not have a 
miscarriage. 

She is likewise advised not to eat too large a quantity 
of crab, shrimp, pinsapple, or bananas. These foods the Chin- 
ese believe will cause eczema or some form of skin eruption 
upon the child. 3 

She is also warned not tomend her shoe while it is on 
her foot, for if she does this, her child may be born with 
some toes grown together. 

When a Chinese woman has given birth to a child she is 
told not to drink any cold liquids, not even cold water. Lvery- 
thing she drinks must be warm. 

According to Chinese belief the new mother is filled with 
what they call "cold wind air". Her body at this time must 
consequently be treated in order that she may rid herself of 
this cold air. Therefore the Chinese conclude she must have 
warm fluids, and must eat a particular dish, made of pigs’ 


feet and ginger cooked in Chinese vinegar. (Chinese vinegar 


is made from rice.) — 
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This food is always cooked for the new mother and she 
is advised to eat it for one month after the birth of her 
child. She may eat it several times a day, but eat it she 
must. If she does not have this mixture of foods, the Chin- 
ese believe she will suffer from any number of various ail- 
ments in later life. for they believe it is extremely dan- 
gerous to allow this “sold wind air" to remain in her body, 
and this spicy dish is a certain and sure means of removing 
what appears to them a very injurious thing. 

In regard to this custom, 1 asked a doctor (a young Chin- 
ese who received her M.D. at the University of Galifornia) if 
she found this tradition in existence among her patients in 
San Franciseo. She said 1t w as a prevailing custom, and, 60 


long as 1t did not appear harmful, she did not advise her pa- 


tients against it. 


A large pot of this food is kept on the stove ready not 
only for the mother, but for all friends who may come to visit 
her and pay their respects to the mw arrival. for one. month 
this food 4s prepared, during which time the mother is always 
at home. 

When the Ghinese call for the first time on the mother 
and child, the custom is to bring some silver coins wrapped 
in red paper. These small packages, as I understand, are not 
given to either the mother or father, but laid near or upon 


the infant. Presents are also given but generally after one 
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month, when the banquet is held. Baby showers and presents 
are never given before birth, as is the general American cus- 
tom. 

The most important ceremony for the baby is one held 
when he or she is one month old. At this time close friends 
and relatives are invited and it is a festival of rejoicing 
and happiness, one of the essential features of this celebra- 
tion is the appearance of red-dyed eggs, ordinary hens' eggs 
colored; but unlike our multi-colored Easter eggs, the Chin- 
ese use only red. The ginger, pigs’ feet, and vinegar dish 
is present, of course, and another special dish, chicken 
eooked in wine. There may be other foods, but the three men- 
tioned are considered of prime importance, if not absolutely 
necessary. | 

_ According to one dhinese woman, this dish of ginger, 
pigs' feet, and vinegar is rarely cooked unless there is a 
birth in the family. Consequently whenever one smells the 
aroma of the dish, he immediately supposes there has been a 
birth in the vicinity. However, once in a while, some one 
breaks the rule and makes the dish "without benefit of birth" 
thereby causing considerable speculation and occasionally 
much puzzlement. I asked Miss Lee if this dish could be or- 
dered in a restaurant. She assured me it could not be pro- 
eured there. However, another Chinese woman said it could be 
had in almost any restaurant. Incidentally, it is said to be 
a very delectable food. 
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STERILITE 


If there are no children, one of the Chinese beliefs isi 
that the wife's body is in a weakened condition. Consequent- 
ly she takes various tonics made from mandrake. | 

Mandrake the Chinese consider a highly valuable root, 
possessing supernatural powers. The roots of this plant re- 
semble somewhat crudely the bony structure of the human body, 
and the more elosely the roots resemble a body, the more po- 
tent and the more expensive it is. 

So positive are the Chinese that mandraios is in some way 
possessed of human properties, they say 4% moans and groans 
when it is drawn from the earth. | 

There is also another belief in connection with sterility, 
that has to do with the graves ef ancestors. If the graves 
are incorrectly placed or if the ground is too wet around than, 
the Chinese believe these factors will affect the family tree. 

(I am not certain whether this belief is applicable to 
ancestors of both husband and wife.) | 


In reading Dr. Palmer Finley's book, “The Story of Child- 
birth", I found the foblowing statement? "The Chinese people 
in San Fremciseo have dropped their native custom of employ- 
ing midwives and are using physicians, often of their own 


race. There is no higher maternal or infant mortality among 


them than among the residents of San Francisco in genem 1". 
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I Amquired into thie and found the situation to be as 
Br. Finley had written. However, the reason for this appar-~ 
ent advancement in selentifie methods 1s not due to any de- 
sire on the part of the Chinese women to have physicians 


when their ehildren are born, but is due to the fact that 


they now must have birth certificates. 
This reason was given to me by a young Chinese woman. I j 
then asked a Chinese doctor if it wore true,that there were . 


practically no midwives in Chinatown. She answered me, "The 
‘majority of the women have doctore", I acked if it. had any- 
ji ‘thing to do with getting birth certifia tes. "Gorteinly"> 


she said, "it has all todo with it". 

#* (Note: according to Galifornia law a seid et nust, 
if possible, be in attendance at child birth. The birth must 
be registered and a birth certificate is of very great import- 
ance to the native-born Chinese.) 
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‘the expectant mother is advised mat to see any Sarnia: in which 


“grotesque idols are eee for fear the sae of then ney in somes way — | 


mark the unborn child. 


Warnings are ziven to the pregnant woman not to raise her arms 
too high over her head, nor to hammer nails into the walls, nor to wall 


too far, in order that she may not have a miscarriage. : a 


She is likewise advised not to eat too large a auantity of crab, 
shrimp, pineapple, or bananas, These foods the Chinese believe will cause 


eczema or some form of skin eruption upon the child, 


-$he is also warned not to mend her shoe while it is on her foot, 
for if she does this, her child may be born with some of the toes grom 


- together. 


When @ Chinese women has given birth to 4 child she is told not 
to drink any cold liquids, not even cold water. Everything she drinks bak he 
: must be Warm. 


"According te Chinese belief the new mother is / filled with what 
“they call "cold _wind air,* Her body at this time must consequently be 


“treated in order that she may vid: herself ae. this cold pir. Therefore te 


"Chinese conclude she. must have warm Ps ane mst eat a particular dish, 


“te of pigs! feet and ginger cooked aN chinese vinegar. 


. eS 


. (Chinese vineger oe 


, it for one month after the birth of her child. She ae eat it 

al times a day, or once a day, ik cat it she must. If she does 

have this mixture of foods, the Chinese believe she will suffer from 

any number of various ailments in later life. For they believe it is 

Fe: Bs ochels dangerous ‘to allow this "cold wind air" to remain in her boa 
and this spicy dish is a certain and sure means of removing what appears 


to them to be a very injurious thing. 


In regard to this custom, I asked a doctor (a young Chinese 
“woman who received her M.D. at the University of Galifornia) if she found 
this tradition in existence among her patients in San Francisco. She said 
it was @ prevailing custom, and, so long as it did not appear harmful, 


“ she did not advise her patients against it. 


‘A large pot of this food is kept on the stove ready not only for 
the mother, but for all friends who may come to visit her and pay their 
respects to the new arrival. For one month this food is prepsred, during 


which time the mother is always at home. 


When the Chinese call for the first time on the mother and child, 
the custom is sie sag some silver coins wrapped in red paper. These small 
packages, as a understand, are not given to either the mother of father, 
but laid near or upon the infant, Presents are also given but—generally 
= after one month, when the banquet is held, Baby showers oad presents are 


never given before birth, as is the general American custom, 


4 a“ 


The most important ceremony for the baby is the one held when he 


or she ig one month old, At this time close friends iwd wale tives are in- 


“vited. Lees it is a festival of rejoicing na happiness, one of the essential 


_ features of this celebration is the appearance of red-dyed eggs, ont, 
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| eges are colored, but unlike our multi-colored Easter eges, the 

i 

Mfinese use only red. The ginger, pigs' feet, and vinegar dish is present 
"course, and another special dish, chicken cooked in wine. ‘There mey be 


other foods, but the three mentioned are considered of prime importance, 


“if not absolutely necessary. 


According to one Chinese woman, this dish of ginger, pigs! feet, 
and vinegar is rarely cooked unless there is a birth in the family.. 
Consequently whenever one smells the aroma of the dish, he immediately 
supposes there has been a birth in the vicinity. However once in awhile, 
some one breaks the rule end makes the dish “without benefit of birth," 
thereby causing considerable speculation and occasionally much. puzzlement, 
os: I puked Miss Lee if this dish could be ordered in a restaurant. She assured 
ee : ne it sana not be procured there, However another Chinese woman said it 


could te had in almost any restaurant. Incidentally it is said to be a very 


delectable food, 


Sterility 


If there are no children, one of the Chinese beliefs is thet the 
wife's body is in a weakened condition. Consequently she takes various 


tonics made from mandrake, 


Mandrake the Chinese consider a highly valuable root, possessing 
supernatural powers. The roots of this plant resemble somewhat crudely the 
bony structure of the human body, end the more closely the roots resemble 


ta 


& body, the more potent and the more expensive it is. 


So, positive are the Chinese that mandrake is in some way possessed 
_ of human properties, they sey it moans and groans when it is drawn from the 


earth. 
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There is also another belief in connection with sterility, that has 
with the graves of ancestors. If the graves are incorrectly placed or 
if the ground is too wet around them, the Chinese believe these factors will 


affect the family tree, 


(I am not certain whether this belief is applicable to ancestors of 


both husband and wife.) 


Concerning Midwives 


In reading Dr, Palmer Finley's book, "The Story of Childbirth," 
I found the following statement. "The Chinese Beneta in San Francisco have 
dropped their native custom of employing midwives and sre using physicians, 
often of their own race. There is no higher maternal or infent mortality 


among them than emong the residents of San Francisco in general," 


I inquired into this and found the situetion to be as Dr, Finley 
hed written. .However, the reason for this apparent advancement in scientific 
methods is not due to any desire on the part of Chine women to have peste 
when their children are born, but is due to the fact that they now mst have 


birth certificates. 


This reason was given to me by a young Chinese woman. I then asked . 
a Chinese doctor if it were true, that there were practically no midwives 
- in Chinatown. She answered me, Whe majority of the women have doctors," 
_ i asked if it had anything to do with getting birth certificates. "Certainly," 


she said, "It has all to do with it." 


 ** (Note: 


According to California law a physician must, if possible, be in 


fiery 


-RACTAL ‘SUPERSTITIONS oF > oe 


attendance at child birth. one birth a be b poet evened and a beg pertiei ones 


os 


RACIAL SUPERSTITIONS oF oe 
MOTHER TO BE cont, 


| Bi He 
Nase Gia abe 4 ip Me 
Yad O gegid oe ‘te bios By 


i ts edeiied aia 
rials dot 
Re aie Pep 
. 4 sir ate 
Sas 4 hud re 


i a kay ie i r 
ie Pi ibe oe ak 


. ( eee i 
Oe 
ott ay Mie ‘dh 
Wey ab nn 
i PE RW Me: 


Ae Sir ai : 


Pee ee ’ 
is a ; as ‘ 
. rp. - Dece 6,1935 
etional AMjnority = 


A Chinese liarriage and It's Ceremonies, 


* In the land of old Cathay, marriage is serious under- 
taking between the two parties concerned, Not only the boy 
and girl who go Cthbr> life together, but the parents 
of both parties haa greater responsibility than those in 
the occidental continents. the welfare of the two young 
people depends very much upon the parents ot both the boy 
and the giri. In olden times the boy @@delegible to have 
a@ home, as we say in this country. In China, to have a home 
#*& means very little to the boy, because he depends enfire- 
ly upon his parents for his livelihood as well Wife. 
He has not the independent attitude of the youth of America, 
The boy has nothing to say about nis marriage s—iemms; picked 
for himythat is the girl is,In mo CE a gir see 
his wife until the wed Ang day, be good or bad, tnat is 
in appearance and size. Ne is to be satisfied, what ever she 
may be and however sh neue look. There are many, many dis- 


appointed cguples naf~Ogone and—meny—oepeies, life 
together ade are seemingly satisfied. Their consolation is 
tnat the sky wishes it that way. It m® some yhat means what 4 


we say here, God wishes it to be so. In some extreme cases 


the bridg|kills herself rather tuan to go Gar the planned 
orriage pecbewer iar seeing the bride-groom, In such a case 
trick is being played by the side of tne boy or the reward 
for the match is so prot that the mateh-maker uses tricks 

to induce the girl's parents to grant the match. The girl 

in a case like this is usually beautiful. ‘The Chinese hawéa 
saying that when one of tne party is good looking the other 
"one 1s usually the opposite. 


=“ The mateh is ‘made Dy eee aslo fathers ot the boy and 

girl. Many incidents occurred 4 he fathers were very 

great friends ettee openly agreed that their fore, '§ sherkdlel 

marys any agreements of this nature are made oedore the 

birth of their children. 50 in cases Like these, pide chances 

of choice tthe childr > Nhe fathers wish to continue 

their melutdoteni pena pleanged toe Lives of th@ir children. 

= Many lives are ruinsdiby such toolisn agreements. Then other 

matches of matrimony are made or recommended by the immediate 
members of the family, or triends or the family. when it comes 

a to matrimony, the Chinese naWa saying tnat is ratner sig- 

niticant and unique. It says “Bamboo-door to bamboo-door and 

wooden-door to wooden door’, Tae bamboo-door refers to tune 

coor people and tne rich as a rule ndV@nice wooden doors. ee 

ee rich nav@a large wooden door that closes at night tor 

protection , and a ligat Garved Ornamental door SHet—4e—-roeee bro 

use in tne day time. so just looking at the door is sutticent 

to know that tne house is of the rich or the poor. 5, ace NE Ragerlsass 4 

makes the match between the two parties, oo ee ion 

is welt made by both sides, the side of the y tne side 

of tne girl. They trace.. back taree conorationstedts Sickness 
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Jisease and cha ter of the family. This is very important 
tO both rer ee aston the two sides are contented with the 
unottficial investigation as to the history ot tne two tami lyfs , 
the boy's tamily then make preparation, to,make an offering 

to their desire Buda. This i neualiftys cooked chicken and 
a stripy of pork. ‘he pork can be roabt pork or boileds ttre 
seme pot The cnicken is spaciaily Leeper ed, Chresd is killed 

and cooked by the mother of the boy. Phe ghicken must nap~éa 
it's parts,tnat includs #2 poth extremétbsetne head ana tae 
feet ,and tne liver and gizard. “he intestines too are cleaned 
with? sait and vinegayjand rice flour, Th@setoo Witooked with 
the chicken, This particular chicken must not be tasted by 

any one, Wen ==, som? taste the broth, then sin- 
cerity is considered Lost. With bne tood the special paper 

and incense are brought to the temple where the desire buda 
is. Upon the arrival at the temple, the mother places tne 

tood in front ot the Suda. she lights tne incense and piaceS 
it oe-them in avprovided wow) for the purpose, Then she burns 
the paper oitfering and makey known her visit to Buda. Then 
places chop sticks and smail cups for the wine that she brouguot 
with the other cooked food. men Fhe three little cups are 
filled witn wine and then poured out either on the fioor or 
itfdseme receptacles treat te—benee provided in some shits ae 
Then to know ne’ aa the bpuda approvesor otherwise, two pieces 
of wood which resembles two halt eggsonly larger in size 
Obtained trom ne priest or the care, faker ot the temple, 

Then the mother ssk@g buda whether he epproves of the in- 
tended match gawg drops the two pieces ot wood on the floor, 
Le @ pieces of wood facex Up or down, the match remains 
Guestionable, but ait , one faces up and the 
other faces down > the natedPrained s-approval irom Buda » 


Se op a . : Atter 
the otfering and ceremony is over Khe worshipper is about 

‘to leave Sree toe priest or carataker comes to take a por- 
tion ot fhe food that was used in tne offering, It is under- 


stood that ne is entitied to it @WMa courtesy ne wor- 
Shipper to the priest or Seah a While worship i taking 
plac incense is being burned at home to show respect to 
Budas\iihe marriagipnle age ot the boy is as young as fitteen , 
and + girl as young as fourteen and some times twel¥€years ow 
old Outhtul marriages usually occur among tne ricner} peo- 


ple, tor the parents are very anxigus to be cal@{fatners and 
mo ¢neryin- lawK. the nappiest time the motner of the oy 
is and See ape rece? ty wnen offspring of Guin) 
children Gata mals. That accounts for the early marriages 
ot the childrenjytor the parents navfall tne sayf. It the 
two parties are agreed, the date ot the wedding is to be 
settled. "ne finality of setting We date is also to be ees 
PETES approved by the 2 mig nty buda. same offering and 
eeremony is gone tnru again.WIt a definite date is set. the 
parents otgkota parties busy themselves by making prepar- 


ations i ae coming wedding day. The boy's pareuts nayC __ 
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50 give the girl's parents so many thousands of cakes, so 

y barrels ot wine,so mucna Sea-Tood weeduet,so may geese 
SO may chicken$, s any ducks and so on along tne line of 7 
food materiais. The, So much cash tor the girl. As a rule 
tne cash for the giri is usually place in one of the trunks 
or wooden boxes ot dow¥ry Eeketoonac with the pride. Yes 
we must'nt torget about the many roast pigs and raw pigs 
and what not. Then the boy's side makeSgreat preparation 
tor the great teast on toe wedding day. some_timestnousands of 
Be wate shaves gnotn tar and near,come to tne celebrated 
event. Thousands of dollars arg, Spent on some ot tnese wed- 
dings. som imeS caterers més—ta be engaged from some dis- 
tant ex tiessfptn: girl's folks Qk sae large weddings, supp lies 
her enough clothes to last ner all her life. some times a 
maid -a—pame ee ee attendS the bride. With the 
bride,come many servants Gui carries the many cases and 
trunks fulbot clothesp*Ameda furnjruceé tor the bridés 
room. With the many Udxes, comex a NE and a Lamb 
and many cases ot sweetmeats. The sweetmeats are to be giv- 
a out later on by, tue bride sto the kiddies ot tne families 
the eirt wi thacewer Pooh Tat 7 Conpanipe “and rene otf pace 
where there are no males present. ‘he Chinese call this 
period tne seciuGaop period. “nis period lastSd for about 
five day suring all the time, the future bride cries and 
cries, and in @ sing-song tone leaves messages to every 
member of the family. These messages usually are tunes of 
good will,for a bride in China, is more or less a servant 
of the husband's family. 

At tne i wdas aa the boy's village, musicians from 

the husband's side are in ready to greet the on coming 
bride and the long line of people carr the many 
belongweot tne bride. With music in full blaSt)eme fire 
craukers bangingyand somg simessaluted by so many guns, 
Whe bride is then greeted by her husband and his ten at- 
tendants consisting of his fellow cousins or classmates. 
These attendants are + tbe gr banded together for +r= 
one purpose,and tnat i + one another's wedding. After 
the on.coming people hayelet their burden. the ground, 
the bridegroom,followimA& by his attendants,then approaches) 
the ricksnaw-like structure Wraskcontains the bride. ihe 
bridegroom then with his hands folded srt givesone bow 
toward tne sky,and with his fanyhe knocks the door. ‘hen 
toe two elderly attendantssopeng the door for the bride 
to come out. These attendants are elderly women who can . 
take care ot all the needs of the bride. Instead ~wechring BS lwaage 
out,one of the attendants carries bea tine bride on her 
back into the houseyfollowYby the rest of tne caravan, 
At the entrance of the bride's room,the groom stands as 
high as possiblayat least higher than tne bride. ‘nis 
means that the husband is higher than the bride in every 
Way « “Art mt ieee: In Chin the 
husband is the absolute master or tne nouse. [aen ride 


pages by tne husband,and agajn witn the aid or Rif, tan 
i handQlitts the cover paee bo¥eies the head of tne bride. 
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This is first time any one onk the groom's sides has a Look 
of the bride. The bride retires to her room. !' he bride is 
always dreswlin beautiful CLpt AES. fhe cloak is always in 
bright red color red~toue tne Chinese people signifies 
gpladness or happiness. the outer gown is tied with several 
knots ese knots must be tied by the groomejbetore all 
tnéSe° happers tne itac, whee eat ataee of her attendants 
and with all the triends and relatives around the rooms 
serves her husband with two cups of wine. he groom must 
by all means drink the two cupSot wine, Atter that is over 
retreshmentS@@ served to all. iinen the bride servesStea to 
her husband, 5 eae eae members or the tamily, and then 
to ail guestsjAvery cup of tea served, sne is rewarded 


with @ coin wrapped in red paperpyteAi usually placed in 
the cup after tea is drank. All the guests are well prep- 
ared with coins wrapped jn manner. hen the bride 


retires after all,guests,Made their exit. Ine groom spends 
his nignt out with his attendants some where else Wine 
next day the bride and groom goe@ turu the regular forma- 
Lities of worshipping tneir ancestors. nen a selected 
elderly man of the community pronouncss>them man and wife. 
The pride +ssea rests a little whileS“fnen the great banquet 
begins, The groom and his associates appear at svery ta- 
ble to have one drink with his guests and thank them for 
their appearance at his wedding. Following that ,his mates 
in attendance handy him a bowl full of some particular 

nut wrapped with a green leaf. He bows to them all and 
then servesSthe nuts. ivery guest takes one and in Yre- 

turn phace also a coin wrapped with red paper. ‘hen 

comes the bride with her attendants(the two old ones) with 
cups filled witn tea. The bride covers her face with her 
fan. but to serve tea she has to use her nands, do witn 
botn ot her hands holdéng ee<as.thne both tips’ of tue 

ten she ammer knedsa Little. his is a usual courtesy 
greeting from a bride. then she has to ask all the guests 
to have a cup ot tea. nis is done at every table. The 

fun begins when the bride is very timid,and tne guests 
requests her to repeat several times, After the tea is 


served and(thankédthe guests) emi Gn every cup sne is re- 
warded ays th & coin,in red paper elarge or gold 
coins tne rest, Oy yw apped with red paper. irom the banquet 


fstires to the table given to tne bride and ner at- 


fendants. At this taole sne does'nt eat, but watca@the others 


Yhis kind af ceremony is still practiced in ail 


parts of the United States among#ftne Chinese people mtiinair, 
Orly. more modernized in many ways. The bride oe sCthrD 


all the routine too, but people here havent much time 


so usually only one banquet is given, Tn ractics is 
not in use as much as before on acc. otter siet it is 
so expensive to carry out. 
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@ BURIAL AND SHIPPING OF BONES 


‘The custom of sending the bones of deceased male Chinese back 
£o China has been one of the most important examples of the ay 
between California Chinese and their homeland, 

The burial service was only the first stage of this means of 
interning the dead. It was, in the case of the rich and unamerican- 
ized Chinese, a pagent-like ceremony with hired mourners, musicians, 
and many pall-bearers. At the grave a table was set with food,-and 
wine and tea Were poured upon the ground. This caused a white law- 
yer once to ask an interpreter, "why do you put food on the graves » 
of the dead? Do a Eee 33 them to rise up and eat it?" 

"Why do you put flowers on the graves of your dead?" the 
Chinese replied. "Do you expect them to rise up and smell them?" 

But the responsibility of the living to the dead was not ended 
with burial. In almost all of thie contracts the Chinese signed in 
relation to their labor or passage there was a clause guaranteeing 
the return of their bones to the tomb of ict taceeree A long 
line of ancestors buried in proper sequence in the family tomb as- 
sured their descendents of proper Dc carr ions The Six Companies 

took care of this vitally important pane for their members and the 
| few penniless Chinese outside of their protection were almost cer- 
tain to be taken care of after death by a subscription fund paid by 
some of the wealthy merchants, 

The representatives of the Six Companies had to calculate 
closely the time it took for the body to decompose, The usual time 
that they waited before removing the bones was six months, This 
seems like a phenomenally short time for total decomposition but 


we are assured that nothing remained by that time but dust and bones. 
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“The proceaure after the coffin was opened was. standard at 
| times. ‘The longest pone would ‘be taken out and measured and 
“pox was constructed of its dength, two feet wide. Hach Dene: was 
"dipped in a bucket of brandy and water and POR Se until ait Dele: 
“The polishers were careful never to touch the bones and handled 
then with a sort of. giant chop-sticks ‘arrangement. 

“Few women ever had their bones shipped back to China et this 
way as there was no particular point in having any but male aeneee 


tors in the family tomb. Today there are few if any Chinese who 


observe this custom. 
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